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NOTES 


Although  the  author  claims  a "residence  of  twelve  years  among  the  Rocky  Mountains, 
and  numerous  journeys  from  the  Missouri  to  Salt  Lake  and  California"  (Preface),  he  is 
mentioned  but  infrequently  in  the  literature  of  the  period. 

Mr.  Charles  Eberstadt  noticed  that  Allen’s  first  name  is  given  as  "Obridge,”  in  his 
eyewitness  report  of  the  Grattan  Massacre  of  1854.  Mr.  Dale  Morgan  says  Allen  is  spoken 
of  by  Capt.  J.  H.  Simpson  in  the  manuscript  journal  of  his  trip  from  the  Missouri  River 
to  Utah  in  1858.  Both  of  these  items  of  information  are  given  by  Dr.  Charles  L.  Camp 
in  the  new  edition  of  Wagner-Camp,  The  Plains  and  the  Rockies,  410. 

The  Independence  Dispatch  of  September  27,  1858,  told  of  the  arrival  at  Independ- 
ence of  "Mr.  O.  Allen,  who  has  been  aaing  as  general  guide  for  the  Utah  Army."  Allen 
told  of  having  met  a prospeaing  party  at  Big  Medicine  Bow  (present  Wyoming)  on 
September  4th.  From  these  men  he  learned  of  their  prospecting  along  the  Front  Range 
of  the  Rockies  and  was  shown  specimens  of  their  gold.  These  goldseekers,  who  had  just 
killed  three  bears,  shared  their  meat  with  Allen  and  his  party  of  eastbound  government 
troops.  This  prospeaing  party  was  the  one  led  by  Green  Russell,  as  related  by  Luke 
Tierney  and  J.  H.  Pierce  in  L.  R.  Hafen  (Ed.),  Pike’s  Peak  Gold  Rush  Guidebooks  of 
1859, 114-16. 

The  map  announced  on  the  title  page  and  referred  to  in  the  text,  apparently  was 
never  issued.  None  of  the  three  known  extant  copies  of  the  guidebook  carries  an  Allen 
map.  A copy  of  the  map  copyrighted  by  E.  Mendenhall  and  issued  with  the  Gunnison 
and  Gilpin  guidebook  (published  by  E.  Mendenhall  and  reproduced  earlier  in  this  series) 
is  attached  to  the  Allen  guidebook  in  the  Library  of  Congress,  althought  it  does  not  belong 
there.  That  map  does  not  show  the  various  routes  described  in  the  Allen  guide  and  to 
which  the  text  (pages  6,  15,  20,  39,  45,  etc.)  refers.  Also,  the  Allen  guidebook  has  most 
of  the  routes  end  at  Denver  City,  while  the  map  in  the  Gunnison  and  Gilpin  guidebook 
does  not  even  show  Denver  City.  See  also,  Charles  Eberstadt,  "On  Colorado  Guidebooks 
of  ’59,”  in  a reprint  from  Bookmen’s  Holiday  (1943),  11. 

Allen’s  guide  is  made  up  almost  entirely  of  detailed  itineraries  of  routes.  ’There  is 
much  duplication,  as  several  of  the  routes  described  in  their  entirety  vary  from  each  other 
only  as  forks  at  the  eastern  end  of  the  trail,  or  in  comparatively  short  sections  enroute. 

This  guidebook,  more  than  any  other  issued  in  1859,  follows  the  routes  surveyed 
by  Government  officials.  Allen  says  in  his  Preface  that  he  has  ' had  access  to  all  the  official 
surveys,  maps,  drawings,  and  reports  presented  to  the  War  Department  by  the  Govern- 
ment 'Topographical  Engineers.”  This  accounts  for  the  lengthy  and  detailed  descriptions 
and  the  accurate  measurements  given.  It  also  explains  the  authors  objeaivity  as  to  the 
relative  merits  of  different  routes.  He  is  not  pleading  for  a special  line  or  boosting  the 
advantages  of  a particular  city  as  an  outfitting  point,  as  so  many  of  the  guidebooks  did. 
This  guide  was  not  only  prepared  in  Washington,  but  was  published  there  also. 

1 (Preface).  This  guidebook  was  undoubtedly  published  late  in  the  spring  of  1859, 
as  the  author  refers  to  the  "immense  tide  of  emigration  now  flowing  toward  the  Gold 
Fields"  and  to  the  number  of  guidebooks  "which  now  deluge  the  country. 

2 (page  6.)  This  "Route  No.  1"  is  the  Santa  Fe  Trail  and  its  Mountain  Branch  as 
far  as  Bent’s  Old  Fort. 


3 (page  7,  line  16).  Should  be  north  side  of  the  rivet. 

4 ( page  11).  "Route  No.  2"  follows  the  Smoky  Hill  Trail  through  most  of  its  course, 
then  turns  south  to  the  Arkansas  River  and  along  the  course  of  "Route  No.  1.” 

5 (page  15).  "Route  No.  3”  beyond  Fort  Riley  and  as  far  as  the  mouth  of  the 
Cache  la  Poudre  is  the  route  explored  and  mapped  by  Lieut.  Francis  T.  Bryan  m 1856 
especially  on  his  return  route  from  Bryan’s  Pass  on  the  continental  divide.  For  a brief 
description  of  the  route,  with  references  to  original  sources,  and  for  a map  of  the  route 
see  W.  Turrentine  Jackson,  Wagon  Roads  West  (1952),  122,  127-30. 

6 (page  20).  "Route  No.  4”  for  most  of  its  course  is  along  Bryan’s  outward  route 
of  1856,  and  is  shown  on  Bryan’s  maps  and  in  Jackson,  ibid.,  122. 

7 (page  24).  "Route  No.  5"  is  the  Oregon  Trail  and  the  Platte  River  route  to 
Denver.  TTiis  was  the  line  chosen  by  the  greatest  number  of  goldseekers  and  emigrants. 

8 (page  28).  "Route  No.  6”  is  identical  with  No.  5 except  for  the  six  miles  leading 
west  from  Atchison. 

9 (page  31).  "Route  No.  7”  leads  from  St.  Joseph,  but  after  interseaing  the  mam 

line  is  the  same  as  Routes  5 and  6.  u „ 

10  (page  34).  "Route  No.  8,”  after  reaching  Fort  Kearny,  is  identical  with  Routes 


5, 6,  and  7.  , , r,i 

11  (page  36).  The  road  from  Omaha,  "Route  No.  9,”  goes  north  of  the  Platte 
River  to  the  aossing  at  Fort  Kearny.  Beyond  this  fort  it  is  the  same  as  Routes  5 to  8. 

12  (pages  39-49).  This  detailed  itinerary,  on  a seldom  traveled  route  to  Salt  Lake 
City,  is  from  government  surveys,  especially  those  of  Lieut.  F.  T.  Bryan. 

’l3  (pages  49-58).  The  new  part  of  this  route  is  that  along  ^dgepole  &^k, 
through  southern  Wyoming.  It  was  to  be  used  somewhat  by  wagons  m the  1860s  and 
was  to  be  substantially  followed  in  this  area  by  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad.  See  map  m 
Jackson,  op.  cit.,  122.  . 

14  (pages  58-68).  This  "Salt  Lake  Route  No.  3"  comcides  mo«  of  the  way  with 
Routes  1 md  2 to  Salt  Lake  City.  The  old  trad  by  South  Pass  was  the  early  mad  route 
and  the  road  taken  by  most  freighters  and  emigrants. 


LeRoy  R.  Hafen 
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PREFACE- 
0— 

The  immense  tide  of  emigration  now  flow- 
ing towards  the  Grold  Fields  of  Kansas  and 
Nebraska,  has  indueed  the  publication  of 
this  work,  to  protect  the  emigrant  against  in- 
correct and  fraudulent  Guide  Books  which 
now  deluge  the  country.  A residence  of 
twelve  years  among  the  Rocky  Mountains, 
and  numerous  journeys  from  the  Missouri  to 
Salt  Lake  and  Califernia,  has  made  me  tho- 
roughly acquainted  with  all  the  routes  across 
the  Plains,  and  to  add  to  the  correctness  of  the 
map,  I have  had. access  to  all  the  official 
surveys,  maps,  drawings,  and  reports  pre- 
sented to  the  War  Department  by  the  Gov- 
ernment Topographical  Engineers. 

So  much  has  been  said  on  the  subject  of 
the  Gold  Diggins  in  Kansas  and  Nebraska, 
that  I shall  merely  say,  that  to  my  personal 
knowledge,  the  gold  fields  extend  over  a vast 
district  of  the  country  yet  unexplored,  as  will 
be  seen  by  reference  to  the  map. 

As  to  my  knowledge  of  the  country,  I refer 
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to  the  following  named  officers  of  the  U.  S. 
Army,  and  to  the  late  Utah  Peace  Commis- 
sioners, with  whom  I have  traveled,  and 
piloted  through  different  parts  of  the  coun- 
try 

LAZARUS  W.  POWELL, 

M i.  BENJ.  McCU  LOGH, 

G H.  CKOSMAN,Dep.  Qr.  Mr.  Gl. 

Lieut.  F T.  BRYAN  of  Top.  Eng’s 
Capt.  J.  H.  SIMPSON,  do. 

Capt.  W S.  HANCOCK,  Qr.  Mr. 

Capt.  W.  D.  DeSATJS&URE, 

Capt.  G.  H.  STEUART, 

Lieut.  D.  BELL, 

0.  ALLEN. 


Lieut.  E.  OTIS, 

Lieut  J.  A.  THOMPSON, 
Lieut.  J.  H.  TAYLOR, 

Bt  Mai  LEWIS  ARMISTEAD 
Capt.  R.  B.  GARNETT, 

Capt.  F.  F.  FLINT, 

Lieut,  W.  P.  CARLIN, 

Lieut.  G.  A.  GORDON, 

I Lieut  J.  MULUN. 


THE  OUTFIT 

For  Five  men  for  one  Year. 

Emigrants  to  the  Gold  fields  will  find  it  cheaper, 
more  pleasant,  and  safer,  to  organize  themselves  into 
companies,  and  as  the  general  outfit  will  depend  upon 
the  character  and  financial  condition  of  the  emigrant, 
I have  here  presented  a list  of  articles  necessary  for  mi- 
ning operations,  and  for  the  comfort  and  sustenance 
of  a company  of  five  men  for  one  year.  Outfits  may 
be  obtained  at  any  of  the  towns  along  the  Missouri 
river,  or  at  any  of  the  starting  points,  prices  vary- 
ing according  to  the  demand.  At  present,  cattle  may 
be  procured  in  Missouri  at  from  $75  to  $125  per 
yoke,  and  mules  at  from  $100  to  $275  per  head. 
To  convey  the  outfit  for  five  persons,  would  require 
three  yoke  of  oxen  or  six  mules.  Cattle  will  average 
about  16  miles  a day,  and  mules  from  25  to  30  miles. 

Provisions — Camp  Equipage^  fyc. 

2000  pounds  flour,  350  pounds  sugar,  200  pounds 
cofiee,  15  pounds  tea,  75  pounds  rice,  1,500  pounds 
bacon,  12  pounds  salaratus,  5 pounds  tartaric  acid, 
100  pounds  dried  apples  or  peaches,  75  pounds  salt, 
5 pounds  unground  pepper,  2 bushels  beans,  10  gal- 
lons molasses,  1 box  pickles,  25  pounds  powder,  120 
pounds  lead,  3000  Eley’s  water-proof  gun  caps,  1 
coffee  mill,  2 gross  matches,  50  pounds  soap,  1 box 
star  candles,  1 tin  bread-pan,  1 bake  oven,  2 one 
gallon  coffee  pots,  12  tin  dishes,  12  pint  tin  cups,  2 
frying  pans,  6 butcher  knives,  12  knives  and  forks,  3 
water  buckets,  1 small  tin  bucket,  100  feet  half  inch 
rope.  Game  abounds  along  all  the  routes,  so  that 
fresh  meat  can  be  procured  at  any  time. 
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Mining  Implements — Means  of  Transportation^^c. 

1 light  wagon,  3 yoke  of  oxen,  3 ox-yokes,  3 chains, 
one  inch  and  half  auger,  half  inch  auger,  hand-saw, 
drawing  knife,  5 axes,  4 long  handle  shovels,  4 spades, 
4 pick-axes,  3 sheets  of  iron,  a Sibley  tent,  2 \vagon 
sheets,  15  pair  blankets,  one  and  a half  inch  chisel, 
half  inch  chisel,  5 miners’  prospecting  pans,  and  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  warm  clothing,  the  country  being 
cool. 


. THE  ROUTE. 

The  outfit  being  procured,  the  company  should 
next  consider  the  route.  Without  expressing  prefer- 
ence for  any  particular  road,  I give  below  a sketch 
of  all  the  principal  routes,  with  a table  of  distances 
from  C-*  mp  to  camp,  and  a complete  view  of  the  route 
upon  the  map.  ^ 


ROUTE  No.  1. 

From  Independence^  Missouri^  via,  Kansas  City 
and  Westport^  hy  Hall  ^ Porter  s Independence  and 
New  Mexico  overland  mail  route  to  Pawnee  Fork, 
thence  by  Coone  creeks.  Old  Fort  Atkinson,  Bent’s 
Fort,  on  Arkansaw,  to  Denver  city  at  the  mouth  of 
Cherry  Creek. 

Independence^  Mo, — This  city  is  situated  on  the 
south  side  of  the  Missouri  river,  and  about  three  miles 
from  it.  There  is  a daily  line  of  steamers  from  St. 
Louis  to  Council  Bluffs,  touching  at  all  the  interme- 
diate points.  Passengers  for  Independence  will  be 
landed  at  W'ayne  city,  where  they  will  find  omnibuses 
for  Independence.  The  population  of  Independence  is 
about  3000,  and  is  constantly  and  rapidly  increasing. 
It  is  one  of  the  best  stock  markets  west  of  St.  Louis. 

Kansas  city, — This  is  another  favorite  starting 
point,  and  is  reached  by  the  St.  Louis  steamers.  It 
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is  situated  on  the  south  side  of  the  Missouri  river,  hav- 
ing a population  of  about  4000.  It  is  a good  stock  mar 
ket,  and  the  outfit  may  be  procured  as  reasonable  as 
at  any  other  point.  From  Kansas  city  the  road  goes 
to  Westport,  where  it  strikes  the  Independence  foad. 

The  road  from  Independence  or  from  Kansas  city, 
passes  through  Kansas  Territory,  and  traverses  a 
beautiful'  and  fertile  country  until  it  reaches  Pawnee 
Fork,  and  the  country  is  thickly  settled  as  far  as 
Council  Grove,  which  is  within  the  Kansas  Indian 
Reservation.  These  Indians  are  partly  civilized  and 
friendly  to  the  whites.  The  road  is  fine  and  hard 
until  it  reaches  Fort  Atkinson,  on  the  Arkansas  river  ; 
from  Fort  Atkinson,  portions  of  it  is  sandy  and  heavy, 
passing  over  spurs  of  sand-hills  ; it  runs  along  on  the 
south  side’ of  the  river,  until  within  12  miles  of  the 
old  towm  of  Pueblo,  as  represented  on  the  map,  when 
it  leaves  the  river,  taking  a northern  direction,  until 
it  strikes  the  Fourdain  qui  creek ; it  there  cross- 
es the  dividing  ride  between  the  waters  of  Arkansas 
and  the  South  Platte,  to  Denver  city,  at  the  mouth 
of  Cherry  creek,  which  is  the  grand  stopping  point 
for  the  adventurers  upon  the  gold  fields  of  Kansas 
and  Nebraska. 

The  Indians, — The  country  between  Pawnee  Fork 
and  Bent’s  new  Fort,  is  infested  by  roving  bands  of 
Camanchee,  Cheyenne,  Kioway  and  Pawnee  Indians, 
whose  hostile  and  thievish  propensities  greatly  annoy 
emigrants.  The  proper  way  to  treat  these  Indians, 
is  to  receive  them  kindly  and  with  marked  cordiality, 
but  give  them  no  intoxicating  drinks ; firmness,  de- 
cision of  character,  and  an  entire  absence  of  fear  are 
necessary  to  inspire  them  with  proper  respect. 

All  the  prominent  points  on  the  road,  together  with 
the  w^ater  courses,  are  represented  on  the  map.  The 
table  of  distances  gives  the  camping  places,  and  the 
distance  between  them,  together  with  all  necessary 
information,  touching  each  point. 
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Diiianctn  from  "^ndependenct^  Missouri^  hy  Kansas  City  and  WesU 
port,  hy  Hall  ^ Porter^ s Hidependence  and  New  Mexico  over- 
land mail  rouiCy  to  Pawnee  Fork ; thence  by  Coone  CreekSy  Old 
Fort  Atkinson,  Bentos  Fort,  to  Denver  city,  at  the  mouth  of  Cherry 
Creek. 


Route. 


Rock  Creek — Wood  and  water..... 

Big  Blue — Wood  and  water,  corn  and  hay 

Kausas  city 

'Westport  city 

Brush  Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass 

U.  S.  Mail  Station  No.  1 

d[^dian  creek — Wood,  water  and  grass.. 

Bull  Creek 

U.  S . Mail  Station  No.  2 — Wood,  water  and  grass  south 
of  the  road. 

Black  Jack  Point — Wood,  water  and  grass  half  a mile 
north  of  the  road. 

palmyra — U.  S.  Mail  Station  No.  3. 

Willow  Springs — TJ.  S.  Section  No,  3 

Rodk  Creek — Water  in  holes  in  the  bed  of  the  creek, 
grass  in  abundance. 

Flag  Springs  or  Bone  Yard — no  wood,  water  scarce, 
grass  midling. 

110  Mile  Creek—XJ.  S.  Mail  Station,  No.  4— wood, 
water  and  grass  in  abundance. 

Burlingame  on  Switsler’s  Creek — Wood,  water  and 
grass — entertainment. 

Draggon  Creek — U.  S.  Mail  Station  No.  5,  wood,  wa- 
ter and  grass.^ 

Soldier  Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass 

Chicken  Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass 

Logchain  Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass 

Elm  Creek — U.  S.  Mail  Station  No.  6,  wood,  water 
and  grass  in  abundance. 

142  Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass  in  abundance 

Bluff  Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass 

Rock  Creek— -Woodl  water  and  grass 

John’s  Creek— Wood,  water,  and  grass 

Council  Grove — TJ.  S.  Mail  Station,  No.  7,  wood,  wa- 
ter and  grasQ. 

Elm  Creek— Wood,  water  and  grass 

Diamond  Spring — U.  S.  Mail  Station  No.  8,  wood 
scarce,  cool  water,  grass  good 

Lost  Spring — Water  and  grass,  no  wood 

Little  Muddy  Creek— Water  and  grass  very  good. 


Miles. 

Total; 

3 

3 

3 

6 

6 

12 

3 

15 

6 

20 

3 

23 

3 

26 

19 

45 

9 

64 

3 

57. 

11 

68 

6 

74 

7 

81 

4 

85 

93J 

98 

2 

100 

6 

106 

2 

108 

2 

119 

3 

113 

7 

120 

6 

126 

5 

131 

2 

133 

8 

141 

8 

149 

13 

162 

10 

172 
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Route. 


Cotton  wood  Creek— U.  S.  Mail  Station  No.  9,  wood 
water  and  grass. 

Running  Turkey  Creek — U.  S.  Mail  Station  No.  10, 
water  and  grass  abundant. 

Big  Turkey  Creek — Water  and  grass,  no  wood... 

Big  Muddy  Creek — Water  and  grass,  no  wood... 

Little  Arkansas — U.  S.  Mail  Station  No.  11, 
water  and  grass. 

Jarvis  Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass. 

Owl  Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass. 

Little  Cow  Creek — U S.  Mail  Station  No  12,  ' 
water  and  grass. 

Big  Cow  Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass 


grass. 

Walnut  Creek — U. 


abundance 

Pawnee  Rock — north  side  of  the  road 

Ash  Creek — U.  S.  Mail  Station,  No. wood, 

and  grass. 

Pawnee  Fork — U.  S.  Mail  Station  No.  15,  wood  wa- 
ter and  grass  in  abundance,  half  a mile  south 
road~buffalo  and  antelope  for  game. 

Forks  of  the  Road 


fuel,  buffallo  and  antelope  for  game. 

Coon  Creek  Second  Fork — AVater  and  grass,  buflfalc 
chips  for  fuel,  buffalo  and  antelope. 

Arkansas  River — Water  and  grass  plentiful,  buffak 
and  antelope. 

Old  Fort  Atkinson — Grass  and  water,  buffalo  chip? 
in  abundance,  buffalo  and  antelope  for  game 


found  all  along  the  river  bottoms. 

Intersection  of  Fort  Riley  andSmokey  Hill  Fork  Rc 
Elk  Island — Water  and  grass,  buffalo  chips  for  f 
wood  on  the  islands  of  the  river. 

Dry  Branch 

Dry  Branch— Good  camping  places  all  along 
river  to  Bent’s  Fort,  buffalo  chips  for  fuel. 

Dry  Branch 

Yellow  Buff 

Dry  Branch  


Miles.  Total. 

1 

179^ 

ISl'i 

198 

8 ! 

200 

15 

221 

3 i 

224 

9 

233 

4 

237 

2 

239 

3 

242 

i 17J 

259.} 

265 

16J 

' 281} 

287 

- 6 

293 

5 

298 

' 15 

313 

) 18J 

331} 

) 15 

346} 

5 15 

1 

361} 

. 50 

411 

, 8 

419 

. 7 

426 

5 5 

431 

. 3 

434 

• 1:} 

435} 

5 

440} 

10 


Route. 


Miles.  'Total. 


Top  of  Big  Bluff 

Dry  Branch 

Dry  Branch 

Dry  Branch 

Dry  Branch 

Rocky  Bluff 

Small  Round  Butt, 

Dry  Branch 

Clay  Bluff 

Dry  Branch 

Dry  Branch 

Dry  Branch ' 

Dry  Branch 

Bent’s  New  Fort  at  the  Big  Timbers — Store  and 
blacksmith  shop,  good  camping  ground,  road  from 
here  continues  up  on  the  north  side  of  the  river 
'vvithin  ten  miles  of  the  Old  Town  of  Pueblo.  Good 
camp  grounds  all  along  the  river,  wood,  water,  and 
grass  in  abundance.  Deer,  antelope,  and  wild  tur- 
keys for  game. 

Bent’s  Old  Fort  j 

Opposite  Mouth  of  Apishpa  River 

Opposite  Mouth  of  Huerfono  River 

Road  Leaves  the  River — Here  you  take  the  cut  off  to 
Fountain  Qui  Bout  Creek, 

Fountain  Qui  Bout  Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass  in 
abundance.  Deer  and  antelope  for  game,  road 
runs  up  the  creek  from  this' point  18  miles. 
Fountain  Qui  Bout  Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass. 
First  Fork  of  Sand  Creek — Water  and  grass. 

Second  Fork — Water  and  grass. 

Head  of  Cherry  Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass.  | 
Russleville — This  is  one  of  the  new  mining  towns.' 
Wood,  water,  and  grass  in  abundance,  one  mile, 
and-a-half  below  the  town.  ! 

Mountainia — This  is  a large  Mining  Town  situated: 

on  the  east  bank  of  Cherry  Creek.  i 

Denver  City — This  city  is  situated  at  the  mouth  of| 
Cherry  Creek,  opposite  Auraria  City.  [ 


n 

441^ 

i 

442“ 

f 

4423 

4 

4463 

20J 

467^ 

U 

468^- 

1 

4G0| 

2 

47U 

4 

475| 

480 

480^ 

2i 

489 

11 

501) 

15J 

515f. 

38 

5531 

30 

5831 

18 

mil 

16J 

618 

24 

642 

18 

660 

24 

684 

4 

688 

15 

703 

12 

715 

25 

740 

5 

745 

11 


ROUTE  NO.  2. 

From  Leavenworth  City  and  Fort  Leavenworth, 

Leavenworth  City. — This  city  is  on  the  west  side 
of  the  Missouri  river,  about  three  miles  from  Fort  Lea- 
venworth. The  St.  Louis  and  Council  Bluff  steamers 
stop  at  both  places.  Stock,  and  all  articles  necessary 
for  the  trip  may  be  procured  at  either  place.  Popu- 
lation of  Leavenworth  city  is  about  6,000.  Fort  Lea- 
venworth is  an  old  military  post,  and  has  long  been  a 
starting  point  for  emigrants  across  the  plains.  From 
Leavenworth  city,  the  route  leads  over  the  old  mili- 
tary road  to  Fort  Riley,  to  which  point  it  is  good  and 
hard.  At  Fort  Riley  take  Lieut.  Bryan’s  road,  known 
as  the  Srnokey  Hill  Fork  route,  and  which  finally 
strikes  the  Independence  road  near  Elk  island  on  the 
Arkansaw,  as  represented  on  the  map.  This  road  was 
graded  and  bridged  by  Lieutenant  Bryan  in  1855  and 
1856,  and  is  a very  good  military  road.  From  the 
point  where  it  crosses  the  Srnokey  Hill  fork,  I do  not 
think  it  has  been  travelled  since  it  was  graded,  and  if 
not,  a guide  will  be  necessary  to  the  Independence 
road,  inasmuch  as  the  grass  may  now  cover  the  road. 
The  country  is  thickly  inhabited  between  Leavenworth 
city  and  Grand  Saline  Fork,  which  is  a tributary  of 
Smoky  Hill  Fork. 

Indiam. — The  road  soon  after  leaving  Leavenworth 
city,  passes  near  the  Delaware  Indian  reservation,  and 
at  no  great  distance,  enters  the  Pottawattamie  reser- 
vation, and  passes  through  it.  These  Indians  are  ci- 
vilized, and  entirely  friendly.  From  Walnut  creek  to 
Bent’s  Fort,  bands  of  Cheyenne,  Kioway,  Camanchee, 
and  Pawnee  Indians,  infest  the  road ; they  should  be 
treated  withkindness,  but  with  firmness  and  decision. 

For  the  character  of  this  road,  from  its  intersection 
with  that  from  Independence,  see  Route  No.  1, 
page  6. 
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TABLE  of  Distances  from  Fort  Leavenworth,  hy  Fort  Riley,  Smo^ 
key  mil  Fork,  Bent's  Fort,  on  the  Arkansas  River,  to  Denver 
City,  at  the  mouth  of  Cherry  Creek. 


Route. 


Salt  Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass 

Forks  of  Laramie  and  Riley  road 

Stranger  river — Wood,  water,  and  grass 

Branch  of  Stranger  River — Wood,  water,  and  grass... 

Hickory  Point — Wood,  water  and  grass 

Grasshopper  River — Wood,  water,  and  grass  

Muddy  Creek — Wood?  water  and  grass 

Soldier  Creek — Wood,  wdter,  and  grass — small  town 
on  west  side  of  the  creek. 

Silver  Lake — good  camp  ground  at  the  south-east  end 
of  the  Uke ; on  the  river  abundance  of  wood,  water, 
and  grass. 

Cross  Creek — Wood,  water,  and  grass 

Pottawattamie  Mission — three  stores  and  entertain- 
ment. 

Lost  Creek — Wood,  water,  and  grass  in  abundance  on 
the  west  side  of  the  creek. 

Vermillion  Creek— Wood,  water,  and  grass 

Rock  Creek — Wood,  water,  and  grass 

Black  Jack  Creek — Wood,  water,  and  grass  in  abun- 
dance. 

Big  Blue  River- This  stream  it  crossed  by  a ferry. 
Wood,  water,  and  grass  in  abundance — Manhattan 
city  on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  hotels,  stores,  and 
black-smiths*  shops,  &c. 

Wild  Cat  Creek — Wood,  water,  and  grass  in  abundance 
quarter  of  a mile  south  of  the  road. 

Creek — Wood,  water,  and  grass 

Four  Mile  Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass 

Fort  Riley — Sutler’s  store  and  government  blacksmith 
shop. 

Republican  River  crossing  ferry — wood,  water,  and 
grass  in  abundance. 

Grimes  Spring — Wood,  water,  and  grass 

Syc  more  Creek — Wood,  water,  and  grass,  wild  tur 
keys  and  prairie  chickens  along  the  river. 
Armistead  Creek — Wood,  water,  and  grass,  prairie 
chickens  and  wild  turkeys  at  the  mouth  of  the  creek 
Sand  Creek  and  Fosters  Spring — Wood,  w te<,  and 
grass  south  of  the  road,  prairie  chickens,  wild  tur- 
keys, and  deer,  along  the  bottom  of  the  river. 


Miles. 

Total. 

3 

3 

4 

7 

5 

12 

4 

16 

24.1 

34 

9 

43 

8* 

51J 

8 

59J 

65 

6 

71 

QO 

4 

. 82J 

n 

86 

6 

92 

o 

o 

107 

6 

113 

3 

116 

4 

120 

n. 

121i 

8 

129i 

134| 

11 

145-J 

151 

13 


Route. 


Solomon’s  Fork  Crossing — Wood,  water  and  grass 
and  game  same  as  at  the  last  station. 

Saline  Forjt  Crossing — Wood,  water,  grass,  and  game 
as  above. 

Dry  Bwinch  of  Smokey  Hill  Creek 

Sm-»key  Hill  Creek  Crossing — Wood,  water,  and 
grrtss. 

Zimmerman’s  Spring — grass  and  water,  wood  scarce. 

Ah-sun  kas-ki  Creek — grass  and  water,  wood  south 
of  the  road. 

Walnut  Creek — Wood,  water,  and  grass  in  abundance 
buffalo,  antelope,  deer,  wild  turkey,  and  prairie 
chickens. 

Smokey  Hill  Fork  Crossing — Wood,  water,  and  grass 
in  abundance  and  game. 

Spring  Branch  Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass,  buf- 
falo and  antelope.  « 

Little  Arkansas — Good  camping  ground  one  mile 
south  of  the  road. 

Cow  Creek — Water  and  grass,  buffalo  chips  for  fuel. 

Minnipkoni  Creek — Water  and  grass,  buffalo  chips 
for  fuel. 

Walnut  Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass,  buffalo  and 
antelope. 

Dry  Branch 

Walnut  Creek  Crossing — Wood,  water  and  grass,  buf- 
falo and  antelope. 

Pawnee  Fork — Wood,  water  and  grass,  buffalo  and 
antelope. 

Boot’s  Run — ^Water  and  grass,  buffalo  chips  for  fuel, 
buffalo  and  antelope. 

Cherry  Creek — Water  and  grass,  buffalo  chips  for 
fuel. 

Cheyenne  Creek — Water  and  grass,  buffalo  chijs  for 
fuel,  buffalo  and  antelope. 

Dry  Branch ......*. 

Pawnee  Fork,  first  crossing^'WkteT  and  grass,  buffalo 
chips  for  fuel,  buffalo  and  antelope. 

Second  Crossing  of  Pawnee  Fork— Water  and  grass, 
buffalo  chips  for  fuel,  game,  buffalo  and  antelope. 

Third  Crossing  at  Head  Spring — Water  and  grass, 
buffalo  chips  for  fuel,  game,  buffalo  and  antelope. 

Arkansas  River — Here  the  road  joins  the  Independ- 
ence and  Kansas  City  road.  Grass  and  water,  buf- 
falo chips  for  fuel. 


Miles, 

Total. 

5 

156 

165J 

00 

169f 

177J 

14i 

192 

198i 

4 

197J 

202i 

00 

210f 

00 

229 

13 

242 

16J 

2571 

12 

2691 

H 

21 

2701 

2911 

20 

3111 

6J 

317| 

8 

326| 

H 

330 

16 

346 

3 

349 

3641 

3581 

19 

3771 

14 


Route. 


Elk  Island — Grass  and  water,  bnflfalo  chips  for  fuel. 

Dry  Branch 

Dry  Branch — Good  camping  places  all  along  the  river 
to  Bent’s  Fort,  buffalo  chips  for  fuel. 

Dry  Branch 

Yellow  Bluff.  . 

Dry  Branch 

Top  of  Big  Bluff 

Dry  Branch 

Dry  Branch 

Dry  Branch ^ 

Dry  Branch 

Rocky  Bluff 

Small  Round  Butt 

Dry  Branch 

Clay  Bluff 

Dry  Branch 

Dry  Branch 

Dry  Branch 

Dry  Branch 

Bent’s  iNew  Fort  at  the  Big  Timbers — Store  and 
blacksmith  shop,  good  camping  grounds,  &c.,  road 
from  here  continues  up  on  the  north  sid,e  of  the' 
river  within  ten  miles  of  the  old  town  of  Pueblo. 
Good  camping  grounds  all  along  the  river,  wood, 
water  and  grass  in  abundance,  deer,  antelope  and 
wild  turkey  for  game. 

Bent’s  Old  Fort 

Opposite  Mouth  of  Apishpa  River 

Opposite  Mouth  of  Huerfano  River 

Road  Leaves  the  River — Here  you  take  the  cut-off  to 
Fountain  Qui  Bout  Creek. 

Fountain  Qui  Bout  Creek — Wood,  water,  and  grass 
in  abundance,  deer  and  antelope  for  game,  road 
runs  up.  the  creek  from  this  point  18  miles. 
Fountain  Qui  Bouit  Creek — Wood,  water,  and  grass. 
First  Fork  of  Sand  Creek — Water  and  grass. 

Second  Fork-Water  and  grass. 

Head  of  Cherry  Creek — Wood,  water,  and  grass. 
Russelville — This  is  one  of  the  New  Mining  towns. 

^Wood,  water,  and  grass  in  abundance,  one  mile 
and-a-half  below  the  town. 

Mountania — This  is  a large  Mining  town  situated  on 
the  east  bank  of  Cherry  Creek. 

Denver  City — This  city  is  situated  at  the  mouth  of 
Cherry  Creek,  opposite  Auraria  city. 


Mile*. 

. Total. 

8 

385 

7 

392 

5 

397 

3 

400 

H 

401i 

5 

406 

H 

407^ 

i 

408 

i 

408|- 

4 

412J 

20J 

433j 

H 

4341 

1 

435| 

2 

437i 

4 

441J 

448 

452J 

91 

-2 

455 

11 

466 

151 

481i 

38 

519J 

30 

549J 

18 

667i 

16^ 

584 

24 

608 

18 

626 

24 

650 

4 

654 

15 

669 

12 

681 

25 

706 

5 

711 

15 


EOUTE  No.  3, 

From  Leavenworth  city  or  Fort  Leavenworth^  via. 

Fort  Riley^  Republican  Fork^  and  Platte  River , 

to  Denver  city. 

This  Route  which  leaves  Leavenworth  city  or  Fort 
Leavenworth,  is  the  same  as  Route  No.  2,  until  it 
reaches  Fort  Riley.  At  Fort  Riley  commences  Bry- 
an's Republican  Fork  Route,  surveyed  by  Lieut  Bry- 
an, in  1856,  to  Bridger's  Pass,  and  is  only  practicable 
for  wagons  103  miles  to  the  Great  Bend  of  the  Re- 
publican river,  at  Cool  Spring,  (represented  on  the 
map.)  From  this  point  to  the  mouth  of  Rock  creek, 
the  banks  of  the  numerous  streams  require  grading 
and  bridging  ; the  balance  of  the  route  runs  through 
a level  prairie,  requiring  no  grading  or  work. 

From  Fort  Riley  to  the  mouth  of  Frenchman’s 
Fork,  the  road  passes  through  a fine  agricultural 
country,  and  is  but  little  known. 

Indians. — Froni  the  Great  Bend  of  the  Republi- 
can river,  the  Pawnees  roam  westward  for  about  100 
miles  ; then  comes  the  hunting  grounds  of  the  Chey- 
ennes and  Kioways,  extending  to  the  head  waters  of 
the  Republican  river;  next,  in  the  vicinity  of  St. 
Vrain’s  Fort,  and  along  the  foot  of  the  Park  moun- 
tains, the  Arraphoes  have  their  hunting  grounds ; 
this  latter  tribe  is  peaceably  disposed,  but  will  steal 
whenever  a good  opportunity  is  presented. 
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TABLE  of  distances  from  Leavenworth  dty  and  Fort  Leavenworth^ 
by  Fort  Riley ^ Republican  Fork  and  Platte  river  to  Denver  City, 
at  the  mouth  of  Cherry  creek. 


Route- 


Salt  Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass 

Forks  of  Laramie  and  Riley  roads 

Stranger  River — Wood,  water  and  grass 

Branch  of  Stranger  River — Wood,  water  and  grass.... 

Hickory  Point — Wood,  water  and  grass 

Grasshopper  River — Wood,  water  and  grass 

Muddy  Creek — Wood,  water  an(f  grass 

Soldier  Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass,  small  town  on 
west  side  of  the  creek. 

Silver  Lake — Good  camp  ground  at  the  southeast  end 
of  the  lake  on  the  river ; abundance  of  wood,  water 
and  grass. 

Cross  Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass 

Pottawattamie  Mission — Three  stores  and  entertain 
ment. 

Lost  Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass  on  the  west  side 

of  the  creek 

Vermillion  Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass 

Rock  Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass .' 

Black  Jack  Creek — Wood,  water  apd  grass  in  abun- 
dance. 

Big  Blue  River — This  stream  is  crossed  by  a ferry, 
wood,  water  and  grass  in  abundance,  Manhattan 
city  on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  hotels,  stores  and 
blacksmith  shops. 

Wild  Cat  Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass  in  abundance 
a quarter  of  a«xnile  south  of  the  road. 

Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass 

Four  Mile  Creek—Wood,  water  and  grass 

Fort  Riley — Settler’s  store  and  government  blacksmith 
shop  ; from  this  point  take  the  road  by  stone  quar- 
ry designated  as  the  hill  road. 

Running  Stream  hill  road — Wood,  water  and  grass... 

Madison  Creek—Wood,  water  and  grass 

Small  Branch — Wood,  water  and  grass.... 

Mirey  Creek — ^Wood,  water  and  grass  

Dry  Ravine 

Dry  Slough 

Dry  Bed 

Dry  Bed 

Middleton’s  Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass 

Loup  Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass 


Miles. 

Total/ 

8 

8 

4 

7 

5 

12 

4 

16 

241 

84 

43 

H 

51i 

8 

59j- 

65 

6 

71 

n 

GO 

4 

82i 

3J 

86 

6 

92 

lOtJ 

107 

6 

113 

3 

116 

4 

120 

lOi 

130J 

2t 

132f 

H 

184 

H 

142J 

8 

146i 

n 

146J 

H 

150 

152J 

2 

154J 

163 

Route. 


Parson’s  Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass,  wild  turkey 
for  game. 

Dry  Branch 

Dry  Branch.. 

Up  Hill  Creek— Wood,  water  and  grass 

Dry  Bed 

Dry  Bed 

Dry  Bed 

Rocky  Ford  Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass 

Dry  Bed 

Do.  with  Bushes  on  bend  of  River 

Lake  Sibley — Wood,  water  and  grass  at  the  sguth- 
' west  end  of  the  lake,  deer  and  wild  turkey  for  game 
Bend  of  River — Wood,  water  and  grass,  deer,  antelope 

and  wild  turkey  for  game...; 

Dry  Bed 

Drain 

Drain 

Dry  Creek 

Bluffs — Good  camping  ground  west  of  the  road  on  the 
river  ; elk,  antelope,  and  wild  turkeys  for  game  ; 
from  this  point  the  road  passes  over  the  bluffs  two 
and  three  fourth  miles. 

Dry  Creeks : 

Drain 

Dry  Creek 

Drain 

Clear  Creek — Good  camping  grounds  on  the  river; 
wood,  water  and  grass  in  abundance,  deer,  ante- 
lope and  wild  turkey  for  game,  a remarkakle  rock 
in  sight  east  side  of  the  road . 

The  Great  Bend  of  the  Republican  river 

Cool  Spring  Branch — Wood,  water,  and  grass,  ante- 
lope. 400  yards  west  of  this  branch  are  the  forks 
of  the  Republican  and  Fort  Kearney  roads,  repre- 
sented on  the  map,  > 

Last  of  Thirteen  Dry  Creeks 

Bluffs  on  Bend  of  River  and  Dry  Creek — Wood,  water 
and^grkss  on  the  river  south  of  the  road . 

Dandelet’s  Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass. 

Wiley’s  Creek — Wood,  water  and  grtiss,  buffalo,  wild 
turkey,  deer,  and  antelope  for  game.  There  are 
good  camp  grounds  all  along  the  river  valleys,  and 
at  the  crossings  of  the  creeks,  with  an  abundance 
of  wood,  water,  and  grass,  from  this  point  up  to 
the  second  crossing  of  the  Republican  fork. 


j Mites.  Total. 

6} 

i 

169J 

2J 

■ 172J 

2i 

174| 

177 

181 

1 

182 

H 

183} 

184} 

3 

187} 

190| 

3 

193| 

mi 

H 

197| 

2 

199f 

1| 

201 

2| 

203 

4^ 

208 

95 

"-4 

210} 

211} 

2| 

214 

4 

214} 

^4 

216^ 

4 

220} 

2| 

223} 

5 

228} 

12| 

241 

n 

242} 

246 

2 
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Route. 

Miles 

. Total. 

Hughes  Creek— Buffalo,  deer,  elk,  antelope,  and  wild 
turkeys  in  abundance  from  this  point  up  to  the 
FrenchmHu’s  Fork. 

Keyser's  Creek 

3J 

O 

: 249i 

251 J 
253 

Hardecker’e  Creek 

L 

0 

Dry  Creek ; 

255 

257J 

Doboy’s  Creek 

JU 

3 

2 

1 

A 

Golden’s  Creek 

Spring — Good  cool  water. 

Bead  of  River  and  Spring  Bluffs 

260} 

262} 

263} 

267} 

271} 

Tinell’s  Creek  / 

Scott’s  Creek 

Several  Dry  Drains 

*± 

Luchuga’s  Creek  and  Kearney  Trail 

7 

278} 

281 

282} 

282} 

284} 

286} 

288} 

289 

292 

Guyman’s  Creek 

u 

J 

Kearney  Trail,  running  north 

Carr’s  Creek 

Bechtel’s  Creek 

4 

2 

Brown’s  Creek 

2 

Pickett’s  Creek 

2 

Wade’s  Creek 

3 

Routh’s  Creek 

Marey’s  Creek 

n 

4^ 

295} 

295} 

2991 

302 

Moon’s  Creek 

Wood’s  Creed 

Tom’s  Creek,  dry 

21 

8 

H 

2 

1 

Engleman’s  Creek 

303} 

311} 

314 

Dawson’s  Creek 

Patrick’s  Creek 

Van’s  Creek 

315} 

317} 

318} 

320} 

322 

Pate’s  Creek 

Allen’s  Creek 

Drummond’s  Creek % 

2 

Haiifman’a  Creek 

n 

i 

H 

3i 

Larned’s  Creek 

322} 

326 

Black  Creek 

Dry  Creek 

329} 

330} 

332} 

336 

Next  Creek 

4 

li 

2 

Fogie  Creek 

Dry  Creek,  with  timber 

3^ 

Easy  Creek 

5^ 

341 

Obstinate  Creek 

3 

344 

Parsnip  Creek..,, 

5 

349 

Deer  Creek — Large  stream,  with  timber. 

Slough 

8 

6 

367 

363 

Small  Stream  with  bushes 

3 

366 

Route. 

Miles, 

Total. 

Small  Stream  with  timber 

5 

371 

River  Crossing — River  80  yards  broad,  two  feet  deep, 
with  a fine  hard  bottom. 

1 

372 

Through  Bluflf — Opposite  heavy  wooded  creek. 

3i 

3 / 

Homan  or  Beaver  Creek  Crossing — Passing  three  dry 
branches. 

13J 

389i 

De  los  Muertos  Creek 

3 

S92h 

Bluffs 

U 

4 

394" 

Opposite  Mouth  Vtho— Mappi  or  Frenchman’s  Fork 
of  Republican,  represented  on  the  map. ; several 
dry  drains  between  this  point  and  Dry  Creek. 

398 

Dry  Creek — With  timber,  antelope  in  abunis^nce  ; 
fromthis  point  west,  good  camping  grounds  all  along 
the  river. 

18 

416 

Big  Timber  Creek — Running  water  crossing  Republi- 
can at  the  mouth  of 

Qi 

425 

Arickaree  Fork — Water  and  grass  in  abundance, 
scattering  bunches  of  Timber  in  sight  north  and 
south  of  the  river. 

10 

4351 

Mouth  of  Rock  Creek— Joins  the  Arickaree  Fork. 
Buffalo  chips  for  fuel. 

23 

458| 

Rock  Creek  Crossing 

18J 

447J 

Branch  of  Rock  Creek  and  Spring — W ater  and  grass 
in  abundance,  buffalo  chips  for  fuel,  from  this  point 
there  is  no  water  to  be  relied  on  for  thirty  four  miles 

* 4 

484f 

Dry  Creek — From  this  point  the  road  continues  up  a 
valley  five  miles,  between  two  sand  bluffs,  thence 
through  a high  level  prairie  twenty-two  miles  and 
then  descends  a gentle  slcpe  to  Dog  Creek. 

.3 

1'- 

00 

Dog  Creek — Water  and  grass,  buffalo  chips  for  fuel. 

31 

51 8| 

Creek  with  water  in  holes — Grass  good,  buffalo  chips 
for  fuel. 

525i- 

Pecker’s  Creek — Good  grass,  buffalo  chips  for  fuel. 

5| 

531J 

Water  Hole — Poor  chance  to  camp. 

6| 

537f 

South  Fork  of  Platte  and  junction  of  Kearney  Road — 
Water  and  grass,  buffalo  chips  for  fuel.  From  this 
point  the  road  passes  up  on  the  south  side  of  the 
platte. 

6| 

543f 

Tree  on  South  Bank  of  River — Water,  grass  and  buf  1 
falo  chips  for  fuel. 

5 

00 

Beaver  Creek — Water  and. grass,  buffalo  chips  for  fuel. 

8| 

657J 

Sand  Creek — Water  and  grass,  buffalo  chips  for  fuel. 
Bijou  Creek — (running)  willowand  cotton  wood  for  fuel 

H 

566| 

9 

557f 

Kiowa  Creek — Dry  sandy  bed,  wood,  water  and  grass 
deer  and  antelope  for  game,  from  this  point  to  Den- 
ver city . 

2a 

13 

588| 

20 


Route 

Miles. 

Total, 

Bluff,  called  Point  of  Bocks. 

17i 

606i 

Forks  of  Denver  City  and  Bridger’s  Pass  Roads,  re- 
presented on  the  map. 

7 

613t 

Opposite  Mouth  of  Cashe  La  Poudre 

11 

624 

Opposite  St-  Vrain’s  Old  Fort 

12 

636 

Denver  City,  at  the  Mouth  of  Cherry  Creek 

39 

675 

'ftOUTE  No.  4, 

From  Leavenworth  City,  or  Fort  Leavenworth,  via. 
Fort  Riley,  Repullican  Fork,  Little  Blue,  Fort 
Kearney,  and  Platte  River,  to  Denver  City, 

This  Route  is  the  same  as  Route  No.  3,  as  far  as 
Cool  Spring,  at  the  Great  Bend  of  the  Republican 
River.  From  Cool  Spring  it  crosses  the  dividing 
ridge  between  Republican  Fork  and  Little  Blue  riv- 
ers, intersecting  the  Northern  Route  on  Little  Blue, 
thence  running  along  about  forty  miles  where  it  in- 
tersects the  Nebraska  City  road,  thirteen  miles  east 
of  Fort  Kearny  on  the  Platte  river;  thence  up  the 
South  Platte  to  Denver  City. 

This  road  is  known  as  Bryan’s  Lodge  Pool  Creek 
Route  from  Fort  Riley  to  Bridger’s  Pass,  surveyed 
in  1856,  and  graded  in  1857  as  far  as  Goodale’s 
Crossing,  (represented  on  the  map.)  From  this 
point  the  road  runs  through  the  valley  of  the  Platte 
river,  on  the  south  side,  to  Denver  City.  From 
Cool  Spring  to  Denver  City  the  road  is  good. 

Indians, — The  Pawnees  roam  from  Cool  Spring 
up  to  Cotton  Wood  Spring,  (shown  on  map.)  From 
Cotton  Wood  Spring  to  Laramie  Crossing,  there  are 
roaming  bands  of  Sioux  and  Cheyennes,  and  thei;i 
the  Arraphoes  to  the  mountains. 
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TABLE  of  distances  from  Leavenworth  City  and  Fort  Leavenworth 
by  Fort  Riley ^ Republican  Fork,  Little  Blue,  Fort  Kearney,  and 
Platte  River,  to  Denver  City  at  the  mouth  of  Cherry  Creek. 


Route. 


Salt  Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass 

Forks  of  Laramie  and  Riley  Roads 

Stranger  River— Wood,  water  and  grass 

B ranch  of  Stranger  River — Wood,  water  and  grass... 

Hickory  Point — Wood,  water  and  grass i 

Gmsshopper  River — Wood,  water  and  grass.-. 

Muddy  Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass 

Soldier  Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass,  small  town 
west  side  of  the  creek. 

Silver  Lake — Good  camp  ground  at  the  south  east 
end  of  the  lake,  on  the  river,  abundance  of  wood, 
water  and  grass. 

Cross  Creek — Wood,  water,  and  grass 

Pottawattamie  Mission — Three  stores  and  entertain" 
,ment.  \ 

Lost  Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass  on  the  west  side 
of  the  creek. 

Vermillion  Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass 

Roek  Creek-Wood,  water  and  grass 

Black  Jack  Creek— ^Wood,  water  and  grass  in  abund- 
ance. 

Big  Blue  River — This  stream  is  crossed  by  a ferry; 
wood,  water  and  grass  abundant.  Manhattan  city 
on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  hotels,  stores,  and 
blacksmith  shops. 

Wild  Cat  Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass  in  abund- 
ance a quarter  of  a mile  south  of  the  road. 

Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass 

Four  Mile  Creek — W ood,  water  and  grass 

Fort  Riley — Sutler’s  store  and  government  black- 
smith shop.  From  this  point  take  the  road  by  the 
stone  quarry,  designated  as  the  hill  road. 

Running  Stream  Hill  Road — Wood,  water  and  grass. 

Madison  Creekr-Wood,  water  and  grass 

Small  Branch — Wood,  water  and  grass 

Mirey  Creek— Wood,  water  and  grass 

Dry  Ravine t 

Dry  Slough 

Dry  Bed 

Dry  Bed 

Middleton’s  Creek — Wood/wat^r  and  grass j 

Loup  Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass. 


Miles. 


3 

4 


JOJ 

2} 

3 

n 

2i 

2 

8i 


Total. 


3 

7 

12 

16 


24J 

34^ 

43 


69J 


65 

71 

78J 

82} 

86 

92 

100} 


107 

113 

116 

120 


130} 

132J 

134 

142} 

145} 

146} 

150 

152} 

154} 

163 


Route. 


Parson’s  Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass,  wild  turkey 
for  game. 

Dry  Branch 

Dry  Branch 

Up  Hill  Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass 

Dry  Bed 

Dry  Bed 

Dry  Bed 

Rocky  Ford  Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass 

Dry  Bed 

Dry  Bed  with  bushes  bn  bend  of  river 

Lake  Sibley — Wood,  water  and  grass  on  the  south 
west  end  of  the  lake.  Deer  and  wild  turkey  for 
game. 

Bend  of  River — Wood,  water  and  grass,  deer,  ante- 
lope and  wild  turkey  for  game. 

Dry  Bed.. 

Drain ^ 

Drain  

Dry  Creek 

Bluffs — -Good  camping  grounds  west  of  the  road  on 
the  riyer  ; elk,  antelope,  and  wild  turkey  for  game; 
from  this  point  the  road  passes  over  the  bluffs  two 
and  three  quarter  miles. 

Dry  Creek 

Drain 

Dry  Creek 

Drain 

Clear  Creek — Good  camping  ground  on  the  river, 
wood,  water  and  grass  in  abundance,  deer,  antelope 
and  wild  turkey  for  game,  a remarkable  rock  in 
sight  east  side  of  the  road. 

The  Great  Bend  of  the  Republican  River 

Cool  Spring  Branch — Wood,  water  and  grass,  ante- 
lope for  game  ; 400  yards  west  of  this  branch  are 
the  Forks  of  the  Republican  and  Kearney  Road, 
represented  on  the  map. 

Jenny’s  Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass  in  abundance, 
antelope  for  game.  ' 

Bryan’s  Fork — Wood,  water  and  grass,  and  fine  camp- 
ing grounds  along  the  creek. 

Wooddy  Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass;  deer,  ante- 
lope and  wild  turkey  for  game.  . 

Goodale’s  Branch — Wood,  water  and  grass  in  abund- 
ance, wild  turkey  for  game. 

Little  Blue  River — Wood,  water  and  grass  in  abund- 


1 Mites 

i.  Total. 

6^ 

^ 169J 

2^ 

\ 1721 

^ 174J 

2^ 

t 177 

4 

181 

1 

182 

1-^ 

- 183| 

r 1841 

3 

187| 

2 

100 

3 

103 

1 

195 

197 

2 

199 

201 

203 

4 

208 

2| 

210| 

i 

21]i 

2| 

214 

3. 

4 

214J 

If 

216| 

4 

220J 

2f 

223^ 

lOJ 

to 

CO 

CO 

8 

242 

3 

245 

254i 

250i 

Route. 


Total. 


ance.  Here  you  ford  the  river — the  river  is  30  feet 
broad  and  2 feet  deep,  with  a hard  gravelly  bottom. 

Junction  of  Old  Emigrant  Road ^ 

Clear  Creek — Wood,  water,  grass,  and  trading  post. 
Road  leaves  Little  Blue  River  near  the  head  of  Clear 
Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass. 

Four  Mile  Creek — Water  in  holes  in  the  bed  of  the 
creek,  grass  and  wood  limited 
Thirty-two  Mile  Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass; 
U S.  M Station,  No.  13. 

Water  Holes — Grass  middling,  buffalo  chips  for 
fuel. 

Platte  River  and  Junction  of  Nebraska  City  Road, 
which  is  represented  on  the  map,  water  and  grass 
in  abundance,  buffalo  chips  for  fuel. 

Mail  Station,  No.  14 — Water  and  grass  in  abundance, 
and  wood  on  G and  Island. 

Fort  Kearney  and  Junction  of  Omaha  City  Roads,  re 
presented  on  map^  sutler’s  store,  blacksmith  shop, 
post  office. 

U S.  Mail  Station  No.  15. 

17  M le  Point — Wood,  water  and  grass 

Plhmb  Creek  U S.  Mail  Station  No.  16 — Wood,  water 
and  grass  in  abundanc*i. 

Willow  Bend — Wood,  water  and  grass  

U.  S.  Mail  Station  No.  17 — Wood,  water  and  grass... 
Heavy  Body  of  Timber  in  the  bend  of  the  Platte — 
W ood  water  and  grass  in  abundance,  deer  and 
buffalo  on  the  islands  in  the  river. 

Dry  Branch  with  Timber 

Cotton  Wood  Springs — U.  S.  Mail  Station  No.  18; 
Wood,  water  and  grass,  an«l  store  at  this  place. 

Dry  Creek,  with  Timber 

Opposite  Fremont’s  Slough,  represented  on  the  map, 
this  slough  continues  up  between  the  road  and  river 
to  Fremont’s  Spring  good  camping  places  all  along 
the  slough,  buffalo  chips  for  fuel. 

Fremont’s  Sprini^ — W ater  and  grass  in  abundance 
between  the  spring  and  river,  buffalo  c'aips  for 
fuel. 

O’ Fallon’s  Bluff 

U.  S.  Mail  Station  No.  19^  west  side  of  the  bluffs — 
Wood,  water  and  gras^  in  abundance. 

Laramie  Crossing— Good  grass  east  and  west  of  the 
crossing,  buffalo  chips  for  fuel.  U.  S.  Mail  Station 
No.  20  at  this  point.  ^ 


Miles. 


II 

10 


4 


4 


16 


4 

5 


8 


3 

14 

17 

12 

14 

13 


3 

5 


22J 


40 


267 

268| 

2681 

272| 


292| 

290f 


301| 

309J 


312| 

326| 

343| 

355| 

369| 

382| 


391J 

392i 

895f 

mi 


423i 

425| 

431} 

mi 
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Route. 

Miles. 

Total. 

Goodale’s  Crossing  and\  Forks  of  Denver  City  and 
Lodge  Pole  Creek,  roads  represented  on  the  map, 
good  grass,  buffalo  chips  for  fuel. 

16} 

.■4m 

I-* 

00 

Point  of  Bluff  and  Dry  Ravines— Good  grass  one  mile 
west  of  this  point,  buffalo  chips  for  fuel. 

4 

491} 

Opposite  the  Mouth  of  Pole  Creek — Good  grass,  no 
wood;  between  this  point  and  Bijou  Creek  the  road 
continues  up  the  river. 

4 

495} 

Opposite  Mouth  of  Pawnee  Creek — A small  grove  of 
cotton  wood  on  Pawnee  Creek  two  mfleB  north  of 
the  mouth. 

60. 

555} 

Junction  of  the  Republican  Fork  Road  represented  on 
the  map. 

8 

563 

Tree  on  South  Bank  of  River — Water  and  grass, 
buffalo  chips  for  fuel. 

5 

568 

Beaver  Creek — Buffalo  chips  for  fuel 

8J 

577} 

Sand  Creek — Water  and  grass,  buffalo, chips  for  fuel. 

n 

586} 

Bijou  Creek,  (running,)  willow  and  dotton  wood  for 
fuel. 

9 

595} 

Kiowa  Creek  (dry  sandy  bed,)  wood,  water  and  grass, 
deer  and  antelope  for  game,  from  this  point  to 
Denver  City. 

13 

608} 

Bluffs  called  Point  of  Rocks  

17i 

626 

Forks  of  Denver  City  and  Bridger’s  Pass,  roads  re- 
presented on  the  map' 

7 

633 

Opposite  Mouth  of  Cash  La  Poudre 

11 

644 

Opposite.St,  Vrain’s  Old  Fort. 

12 

656 

Denver  City  at  the  mouth  Cherry  Creek 

39 

695 

ROUTE  No.  5, 

From  Leavenworth  city,  or  Fort  Leavenworth,  via. 
Palmetto  city,  Fort  Kearney,  and  Platte  River,  to 
Itenver  city. 

This  is  the  old  California  and  Oregon  road  as  far 
as  Laramie’s  Crossing.  About  238  miles  from  Lea- 
venworth, it  strikes  fhe  Fort  Riley  and  Republican 
Fork  Route,  on  the  north  side  of  Little  Blue,  from 
which  point  it  is  the  same  as  Route  No.  4.  As  far  as 
Palmetto  city  on  the  Big  Blue,  the  road  passes  through 
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a thickly  settled  and  fertile  country,  and  to  Larra- 
mie's  Crossing  there  are  Salt  Lake  mail  stations  and 
trading  posts.  The  whole  extent  of  this  road  is  good, 
and  to  the  Big  Blue  it  winds  aVound  dividing  ridges, 
presenting  a great  diversity  of  beautiful  scenery. 
The  first  part  of  the  road  passes  through  thorKikapoo 
Reserve  within  which  there  is  a missionary  establish- 
ment; These  Indians  are  civilized  and  friendly. 
TABLE  of  Distances  from  Leavenworth  cHy^  and  Fort  Leavenworth, 
by  Palmetto  CiU  on  Big  Blue,  Fort  Kearney,  Platte  River,  to 
Denver  city  at  the  mouth  of  Cherry  Creek. 


Route. 

Miles. 

Total. 

Salt  Creek — Wood,  water,  and  grass 

3 

O 

Forks  of  Kearney  and  Riley  Road — represented  on  the 

4 

7 

map.  ^ 

Spring  Branch — Wood,  water,  and  grass 

2 

9 

Pleasant  Grove — Stores,  hotels,  and  blacksmith  shops 

6 

15 

Chain  Pump—wood,  water, and  grass 

8 

23 

First  Grasshopper — Wood,  water,  and  grass  in  abun- 

13 

36 

dance. 

Second  Branch — Wood,  water,  and  grass 

5 

41 

Kinneykirk — U.  S.  M.  Station,  No.  8 ; hotels,  stores. 

3-J 

44^ 

and  black- smith  shops. 

Big  Grasshopper — Wood,  water,  and  grass  in  abun- 

46 

dance. 

Wak'Ut  Creek — Wood,  water,  and  grass 

8 

54 

Muddy  Creek— Lockman^s  place,  U.  S.  M.  Station  No. 

12 

66 

4.— Wood,  water  and  grass;  blacksmith  shops,  anti 

entertainment. 

Seneca  on  Nemaha,  U.  S.  Mail  Station  No.  5.— r-Wood, 

20 

86 

water,  and  grass,  in  abundance ; entertainment  and 
blacksmith  shop. 

Hickory  Point — Wood,  water,  and  grass  and  entertain- 

13 

99 

ment.  1 

Vermillion  Creek — U.  S.  M.  Station  No.  6 — Wood, 

11 

110 

water,  and  grass,  and  entertainment. 

Elm  Creek — Wood,  water,  and  grass 

7 

117 

Big  Blue — U.  S.  M.  Station  no.  7 — Wood,  water,  and 

14 

131 

grass , store  and  blacksmith  shop. 

Co'tton  Good  Creek — U.  S.  M.  Station  No.  8 — Wood, 

12 

143 

water,  and  grass. 

Seventeen  Mile  Point — Wood,-  water  and  grass 

5 

148 

Turkey  or  Rock  Creek — U.  S.  M.  Station  No.  9-^Wood 

15 

163 

water  and  grass,  and  store. 

Route. 


Spring  Branch  or^  Whiskey  Run — Wood,  water,  and 
grass. 

Little  Sand;^r— Wood,  water,  and  grass 

Big  Sandy— tJ.  S.  M.  Station  No.  10 — Wood,  water, 
and  grass,  Patterson’s  Ranch  on  the  west  side  of 
the  Creek. 

Little  Blue  River — Weod,  water,  and  grass  all  along 
the  river. 

Oak  Grove — Major’s  and  Russell’s  store  in  the  grove 
U.  S.  M.  Station  No.  11,  west  of  the  grove  south 
side  of  the  road. 

Junction  of  Fort  Riley, Republican  Fork  and  Fort  Kear- 
ny Road,  represented  on  the  map,  U.  S.  M,  Sta- 
tion Np.  12,  one  mile  and  a half  east  of  this  place. 
Clear  Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass,  and  trading 
post. 

Road  Leaves  the  Little  Blue  River  near  the  head  of 
Clear  Creek — Wood,  water,  and  gr  iss. 

Four  Mile  Creek — Water  in  holes  in  the  bed  of  the 
Creek ; grass  limited,  wood  limited. 

Thirty-two  Mile  Creek-^Wood,  water,  and  grass,  U. 
S.  M.  Station  No.  13. 

Water  Holes — Grass  middling,  buffalo  chips  for  fuel 
Platte  River  and  Junction  of  Nebraska  city  Road  which 
is  represented  on  the  map — Water  and  grass  in 
abundance,  buffalo  chips  for  fuel. 

U S.  Mail  Station  No.  14 — Water  and  grass  ih  abun- 
dance, and  wood  on  Grand  Island 

Fort  Kearny  and  Junction  of  Omaha  city  road — (rep- 
represented  on  the  map,)  suttler’s  store,  blacksmith 
shop  and  post  ofSce. 

U.  S.  Mail  Station  No  15 

Seventeen  Mile  Poi  t — Wood,  water  and  grass 

Plumb  Creek — U.  S.  Mail  Station  No.  16,  wood,  wa 
ter  and  grass  in  abundance. 

Willow  Bend — Wood,  water  and  grass 

U.  S.  Mail  Station  No.  17 — Wood,  water  and  grass.... 
Heavy  Body  of  timber  in  the  bend  of  the  Platte — wood, 
water  and  grass  in  abundance,  deer  and  buffalo  on 
the  island  in  the  river. 

Dry  Branch — with  timber 

Cotton  Wood  Springs,  U.  S.  Mail  Station  No.  18 — 
Wood,  water  and  grass,  and  store  at  this  place. 

Dry  Creek  — with  timber 

Opposite  Fremont’sRlough — (represented  on  the  map). 


Miles. 

Total. 

9 

172 

6 

178 

00 

18 

199-} 

20 

219} 

19 

238} 

240-|-‘ 

10 

250} 

. 4 

254} 

4 

258} 

16 

274 

4 

278 

5 

283 

8 

291 

3 

294 

14 

308 

17 

325 

12 

337 

14 

351 

13 

364 

Si 

372| 

n 

374} 

3 

377 

5 1 

382 

Route- 


this  slough  continues  up  between  the  road  and  river 
to  Fremont’s  spring,  good  camping  places  all  dlong 
the  slough,  buffalo  chips  for  fuel, 

Fremont’s  Spring — Water  and  grass  in  abundance  be- 
tween the  spring  and  river,  buffalo  chips  for  fuel... 

O’lPallon’s  Bluffs- 

U.  a.  M.  Station  No.  19— West  side  of  the  bluffs, 
wood,  water  and  grass  in  abundance. 

Laramie  Crossing — Good  grass  east  and  west  of  the 
crossing,  buffalo  chips  tor  fuel,  U.  S.  M.  Station 
No.  20,  at  this  point. 

Goodale’s  Crossing,  and  Forks  of  Denver  City  and 
Lodge  Pole  Creek  Roads — (represented  on  the  map) 
good  gr  ^ss,  buffalo  chips  for  fuel. 

Point^f  Bluff  and  Dry  Ravine — Good  grass  one  mile 
west  of  this  point,  buffalo  chips  for  fuel. 

Opposite  the  Mouth  of  Pole  Creek — Good  grass  ; no 
wood  between  this  point  and  Bijou  creek,  road  con 
tinues.up  the  river  on  south  side. 

Opposite  Mouth  of  Pawnee.  Creek — A small  grove  of 
cotton  wood  on  Pawnee  creek  two  miles  north  of  the 
mouth. 

Junctioti  of  the  Republican  Fork  Road — (represen- 
ted on  the  map.) 

Tree  on  South  B^nk  of  River — ■W’^ater  and  grass,  buf- 
falo chips  for  fuel. 

Beaver  Creek — Buffalo  chips  for  fuel 

Sand  Creek — Water  and  grass,  buffalo  chips  for  fuel  . 

Bijou  Creek,  (running)  willow  and  cotton  wood  for 
fuel. 

Kiowa  CJreek^— Dry  sand  bed,  wood,  water  and  grass, 
deer  and  antelope  for  game  from  this  point  to  Den- 
ver city 

Bluffs  called  Point  of  Rocks.... 

Forks  of  Denver  City  and  Bridger’s  Pass  Roads — (rep- 
resented  on  the  map .) 

Opposite  Mouth  of  Cashe  La  Pouder 

Opposite  St.  Vrain’s  Old  Fort 

Denver  City  at  the  mouth  of  Cherry  Creek 


.Miles, 

J Total. 

22} 

1 404J 

oi 

407} 

412} 

40 

.452} 

16} 

469 

4 

478 

4 

477 

60 

537 

8 

645 

5 

550 

8-1 

9} 

9 

558} 

668 

577 

13 

590 

7 

607} 

614 

11 

625 

12 

637 

39 

676} 

28 


ROUTE  No.  6, 

From  Atcimon  Gity  via.  Palmetto  City ^ Fort  Kearny  ^ 
and  Platte  river ^ to  Denver  City. 

Atchison  City  is  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Missouri 
river,  and  has  a population  of  about  2000.  It  is  a 
great  starting  point  for  merchants  and  Mormons  t^ 
Salt  Lake  city.  Outfits  may  be  procured  here  upon 
as  good  terms  as  elsewhere.  Six  miles  from  Atchison 
the  road  intersects  the  Leavenworth  road,  as  described 
in  Route  No.  5,  to  wliich  the  reader  is  referred  for  the 
balance  of  the  Route, 

TABLE  of  distances  from  Atchison  city  by  Palmetto  City  on  Big 
Blue,  Fort  Kearny,  and  Platte  river  to  Denver  city,  at  the  mouth 
Cherry  Greek. 


Route. 

Miles. 

I'otal. 

Mormon  Grove — U.  S.  M.  Station  No.  2,  wood,  water 

3 

3 

and  grass. 

Junction  of  Leavenworth  Road 

3 

6 

Chain  Pump — Wood,  water  and  grass  ...... 

4 

10 

First  Grasshopper — Wood,  water  and  grass  in  abun- 

13 

23 

dance. 

, 

Second  Branch — Wood,  water  and  grass 

6 

28 

Kinneykirk — U.  S.  M.  Station  No.  3,  hotel,  store 

3U 

and  blacksmith  shop. 

Big  Gigisshopper-Wood,  water  and  grass  in  abundance 

n 

33 

W'alnut  Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass 

8“ 

41 

Muddy  Creek — Locknan’s  place,  U.  S.  M.  Station  No. 

12 

63 

4,  wood  water  and  grass,  blacksmith  shop  and  en- 
tertainment. 

Seneca  on  Nemaha — U,  S.  M.  Station  No.  5,  wood, 

20 

73 

water  and  grass  in  abundance,  entertainment  and 

blacksmith  shop . 

Hickory  Point — Wood,  water,  and  grasa,  and  enter- 

13 

86 

tainment. 

Vermillion  Creek — U.  S.  M.  Station  No.  6 — Wood, 

11 

97 

water,  and  grass,  and  entert|iinment. 

Elm  Creek — Wbod,  water,  and  grass 

■ 7 

104 

Big  Blue — U.  S.  M.  Station  No.  7 — Wood,  water,  and 

14 

118 

grass,  store,  and  blacksmith  shop. 

•29 


Route. 

Miles.' 

Total. 

Cotton  Wood  Creek — XJ.  S.  M.  Station  No.  8 — Wood, 

12 

130 

water,  and  grass. 

• 

Seventeen  Mile  Point— Wood,  water,  and  grass 

5 

135 

Turkey  or  Rock  Creek — U.  S.  M.  Station  No.  9 — Wood, 

15 

150 

water,  gra^s,  and  store. 

1 

Spring  Branch  or  Whiskey  Run — Wood,  water,  and 
grass. 

9 

159 

Little  Sandy — Wood,  water,  and  grass...... 

6 

165 

Big  Sandy — IT.  S.  M..  Station  No.  10 — Wood,  water, 
and,  grass,  Patterson’s  ranch  on  the  south  side  of 
the  creek. 

168J 

Little  Blue  River — Wood,  water,  and  grass,  all  along 
the  river. 

18 

Oak  Grove — Major  and  Russel’s  store  in  the  grove,  U. 
S.  M.  Station  lio.  11  west  of  the  grove,  south  side 
of  the  road. 

20 

206i 

JuDctious  of  Fort  Riley,  Republican  and  Fort  Kearny 
Road,  represented  on  the  map,  U.  S.  M.  Station  No. 
12  one  mile  and  a half  east  of  this  place. 

19 

225J 

Clear  Creek — Wood,  water,  and  grass,  and  trading 
post. 

If 

227J 

Road  Leaves  the  Little  Blue  River  near  the  head  of 
Clear  Creek — Wood,  water,  and  grass. 

10 

237J 

Four  Mile  Creek — Water  in  holes  in  the  bed  of  the 
Creek,  grass  limited;  wood  .limited. 

4 

241J 

Thirty-two  Mile  creek — Wood,  water,  and  grass,  U.  S. 
M.  StationvNo.  13. 

4 

245J 

Water  Holes — Grass  midling,  buffalo,  chips  for  fuel. 

16 

261 

Platte  River  and  Junction  of  Nebraska  city  Roa^ — 
which  is  represented  on  the  map — water,  and  grass 
in  abundance,  buffalo  chips  for  fuel 

4 

265 

U.  S.  Mail  Station  No.  14. — Water,  and  grass  in  abun- 
dance,  and  wood  on  grand  Island. 

5 

270 

Fort  Kearny  and  Junction  of  Omaha  city  Road,  re- 
presented on  the  map — Sutler’s  store,  blacksmith 
shop,  and  post  office. 

8 

1 

'278 

U.  S.  Mail  Station  No.  15 

3 

281 

Seventeen  Mile  Point — Wood,  water,  and  grass 

14 

295 

Plumb  Creek — U.  S.  Mail  Station  No.  16 — Wood, 
water,  and  grass  in  abundance. 

, 17 

312 

Willow  Bend — Wood,  water,  and  grass. 

12 

324 

U.  S.  Mail  Station  No  17. — Wood,  water,  and  grasi: 

1 14 

338 

Heavy  body  of  timber  in  the  bend  of  the  Platte, 

, 13 

351 

Wood,  water,  and  /grass  in  abundadce,  deer  and 
buffalo  on  the  Island  of  the  river. 

Dry  Branch — with  timber ; 

1 

8i 

?59i 

Route. 


Cotton-wood,  Springs — U.  S.  M.  Station  No.  18. — 
Wood,  water,  grass,  and  store  at  this  place. 

Dry  Creek,  with  [timber 

Opposite  Fremont’s  Slough,  represented  on  the^map  ; 
tnis  slough  continues  up  between  the  road  and 
river  to  Fremont’s  Spring;  good  camping  places 
all  along  the  slough  ; bulialo  chips  for  fuel. 

Fremont’s  bpnng — Water  and  grass  in  abundance  fee- 
tween  the  spring  and  river;  buffalo  chips  for  fuel. 

O’ Fallon’s  Bluffs  *. 

U.  S.  Mail  Station  No.  19 — west  side  of  the  bluffs — 
Wood,  water,  and  grass  in  abundance. 

Laramie  Crossing — Oood  grass  east,  and  west  of  the 
crossing,  buffalo  chips  for  fuel,  U.  S.  M.  Station  No 
20  at  tiiis  point. 

Goodale’s  Cros^ing  and  Forks  of  Denver  city  and  Lodge 
Pole  Creek  Roads — represented  on  the  map — good 
grass,  and  buffalo  cnips  for  fuel. 

Point  of  Bluff <^nd  Dry  Ravine — Good  grass  one  mile 
west  of  this  point,  buffalo  chips  for  fuel. 

Opposite  the  mouth  of  Pole  Creek— Good  grass,  no 
wood  between  this  point  and  Bijou  creek,  road 
continues  up  the  river. 

Opposite  mouth  of  Pawnee  Creek — a small  grove  of 
cotton  wood  on  Pawnee  creek  two  miles  north  of 
the  mouth. 

Junction  of  the  Republican  Fork  Road — represented 
on- the  map. 

Tree  on  South  bank  of  River — Water  and  grass,  buffa- 
lo chips  for  fuel. 

Beaver  Creek — Water  and  grass,  buffalo  chips  ibr  fuel 

Sand  Creek — Water,  and  grass,  buffalo  chips  for  fuel. 

B jou  Creek  (running)  willow  and  cottonwood  for  fuel. 

Kiowa  Creek — dry  sand  bed — wood,  water,  and  grass, 
deer  and  antelope  for  game  from  this  point  to  Den- 
ver city,  and  wmod. 

Bluffs  called  Point  of  Rocks 

Forks  of  Denver  city  and  Bridger’s  Pass  Roads — repre- 
sented on  the  map. 

Opposite  Mouth  of  Cashe  La  Ponder 

Opposite  St.  Viain’s  Old  Fort 

Denver  City  at  the  mouth  of  Cherry  Creek 


Miles. 

Total. 

n 

3611 

3 

5 

3611 

3691 

22J 

891 1 

394} 
i 3991 

40 

439} 

161 

' 456 

! 

4 

1 460 

4 

464 

60 

524 

8 

532 

5 ^ 

537 

8J 

91 

9 

13 

545| 

555 

564 

577 

171 

7 

594} 

601} 

11 

12 

39 

612} 

624} 

663} 

:]I 


ROUTE  No.  7. 

Frojn  St.  Joseph  city^  via.  Kinney  Kiik^  Palmetto 
city^  Fort  Kearny  and  Platte  liiver^  to  Denver 
city. 

St.  Joseph  city  is  on  the  eastern  bank  of  the  Mis* 
souri,  and  may  be  reached  by  steamers  or  by  the  Hani- 
bal  and  St.  Joseph  Rail-road.  It  has  a population 
of  about  6000.  Outfits  may  be  procured  here.  This 
is  the  starting  point  of  Hockady  and  Go’s.  Salt  Lake 
overland  mail,  which  runs  down  to  Atchison,  and 
there  takes  Route  No.  6.  There  is  an  old  road  run- 
ning from  this  place,  which  intersects*  the  Leaven- 
w'orth  road  at  Vermilion  creek;  it  is  represented  on 
the  map,  but  is  not  a good  road.  The  best  road,  now 
mostly  traveled,  intersects  Leavenworth  road  thirty- 
six  miles  from  St.  Joseph  city,  at  Kinftey  Kirk,  and 
for  the  balance  of  the  road,  refer  to  Route  No.  5. 

TA  BLE  of  distances  from  St.  Joseph  city^  hy  Kinney  Kirk,  Palmetto 
city,  hort  Kearny,  Platte  river,  to  Denver  cvy,  at  the  mouth 
of  Cherry  Creek — there  is  good  camping  places  all  along  the  road 
from  St.  Joseph  to  Kinney  Kirk. 


Route. 

Miles. 

Total. 

Kinney  Kirk  and  Junction  of  Leavenworth  Road— 
U.  S.  M.  Station  No.  3,  hotel,  stores  and  black- 
smith shops. 

36 

36 

Big  Grasshopper — Wood,  water  and  grass  in  abun- 
dance. 

87J 

Walnut  Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass  

8 

45i 

Muddy  Creek  Lockman’s  place— U S.  Mail  Station 
No.  4,  wood,  water  and  grass,  blacksmith  shop 
and  entertainment. 

12 

67| 

Seneca  on  Nemaha — U.  S.  M.  Station  No.  6,  wood, 
water  and  grass  in  abundance,  entertainment  and 
blacksmith  shop 

20 

m 

Hickory  Point — Wood,  water  and  grass,  and  enter- 
tainment. 

13 

90J 

Vermilion  Creek,  U.  S.  M.  Station  No.  6 — Wood, 
water  and  grass  and  entertainment . 

11 

\ 

lOlJ 

Route. 

Miles. 

Total. 

Elm  Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass 

7 

108^ 

Big  Blue,  U.  S,  M No.  7 — Wood,  watdr  and  grass, 
store  and  blacksmith  shop. 

14 

122| 

Cotton  Wood  Creek,  U S.  M.  Station  No.  8 — Wood, 
water  and  grass. 

12 

CO 

Seventeen  Mile  Point — Wopd,  water  and  grass 

5 

139* 

Turkey  or  Bock  Creek  U.  S.  M.  Station  No.  9 — Wood, 
water  and  grass  and  store. 

15 

154* 

Spring  Branch  or  Whiskey  Run — Wood,  water  and 
grass. 

9 

163^ 

Little  Sandy — Wood,  water  and  grass 

0 

169* 

Big  Sandy  U.  S.  M.  Station  No.  10 — Wood,  water  and 
grass.  Patterson’s  ranche  on  the  west  side  of  creek 

H 

a73' 

Little  Blue  River — Wood,  water  and  grass  all  along 
the  river.  ^ 

18 

191 

Oak  Grove — Major’s  .and  RugsePs  store  in  the  grove, 
U.  S.  i\I.  Station  No.  11  west  of  the  grove,  south 
of  the  road. 

20 

211 

Junction  of  Fori  Riley,  Republican  and  Fort  Kear- 
ny Road — (represented  on  the  map)  U.  S.  M.  Sta- 
tion No.  12,  one  mile  and  a half  east  of  this  place. 

19 

230 

Clear  Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass,  and  trading  post. 

LI 

231J 

Road  leaves  the  Little  Blue  River  near  the  head  of 

10' 

241.* 

Cl^ar  creek,  wood,  water  and  grass. 

1 

Four  Mile  Creek — water  in  holes  in  the  bed  of  the 

4 1 

245* 

creek,  grass  and  water  limited. 

i 

Thirty-two  Mile  Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass, 
U.  S.  M.  Station  No.  13. 

4 

249  J 

Water  Holes — Grass  midling,  buffalo  chips  for  fuel.. 

16 

205J 

Platte  River  and  Junction  of  Nebraska  City  Road — 
which  is  represented  on  the  map,  water  and  grass 
in  abundance,  buffalo  chips  for  fuel. 

4 

269* 

U . S.  Mail  Station  No . 14 — Water  and  grass  in  abun- 
dance, and  wood  on  Grand  Island. 

5 

274J 

Fort  Kearny  and  Junction  of  Omaha  City  Road^ 
(Represented  on  the  map)  sutlers  store,  blacksmith 
shop  and  post  office. 

8 

282i 

U.  S M.  Station  No.  15 

3 

285J 

Seventeen  Mile  Point — Wood,  water  and  grass 

14 

299J 

Plumb  Creek  U.  S.  M.  Station  No.  16 — Wood,  .water 
and  grass  in  abundance . 

17 

31.6i 

Willow  Bend — Wood,  water  and  grass 

12 

228} 

U.  S.  Mail  Station  No.  17 — Wood,  water  and  grass.. 

14 

342} 

Heavy  Body  of  Timber  in  the  bend  of  the  Platte 
river — Wood,  water  and  grass  in  abundance,  deer 
and  buffalo  on  the  islands  of  the  river . 

13 

855} 

33 


Route. 


Dry  Branch  with  Timber 

Cotton  Wood  Springs — U.  S.  M.  Station  No.  18, 

Wood,  water  and  grass,  and  store  at  this  place 

Dry  Creek — With  timber 

Road  opposite  Fremont’s  Slough — (Represented  on 
the  map)  this  slough  continues  up  between  the 
road  and  river  to  Fremont’s  spring,  good  camping 
places  all  along  the  slough,  buffalo  chips  for  fuel. 
FreRiont’s  Spri^ig — Water  and  grass  in  abundance,  be- 
tween  the  spring  and  river,  buffalo  chips  for  fuel.... 

O’Fallon’s  Bluffs 

U.  S.  Mail  Station  No.  19 — West  side  of  the  oluff, 
wood,  water  and  grass  in  abundance. 

Laramie  Crossing — Good  grass  east  and  west  of  the 
crossing,  buffalo  chips  for  fuel,  U.  S.  M.  Station 
No.  20,  at  this  point. 

Gooc" ale’s  Crossing  and  Forks  of  Denver  City  and 
Lodge  Pole  Creek  Roads,  represented  on  the^jnap, 
good  grass,  buffalo  chips  for  fuel. 

Point  of  Bluffs  and  Dry  Ravine — Good  grass  one 

mile  west  of  this  point,  buffalo  chips  for  fuel 

Opposite  the  Mouth  of  Pole  Creek — Good  grass,  no 
wood  between  this  point  and  Bijou  creek,  road  con- 
tinues  up  the  river  on  south  side. 

Opposite  Mouth  of  Pawnee  Creek — a small  grove  of 
cotton  wood  on  Pawnee  creek  two  miles  north  of 
the  mouth. 

Junction  of  the  Republican  Fork  Road — Represen- 
ted on  the  map. 

Tree  on  South  Bank  of  River — Water  and  grass,  buf- 
falo chips  for  fuel. 

Beaver  Creek — Buffalo  chips  for  fuel 

Sand  Creek — Water  and  grass,  buffalo  chips  for  fuel 
Bijou  Creek  (Running) — willow  and  cotton  wood  for 
fuel. 

Kiowa  Creek — Dry  sand  bed,  wood,  water  and  grass, 
deer  and  antelope  for  game  from  this  point  to 
Denver  city. 

Bluffs  Called  Point  of  Rocks 

Forks  of  Denver  city  and  Bridget’s  Pass  Road — Rep- 
resented on  the  n\ap. 

Opposite  Mouth  of  Cashe  La  Pouder 

Opposite  St.  Vrain’s  Old  Fort 

Denver  City  at  the  Mouth  of  Cherry  Creek 


Miles 

. Total. 

n 

364 

365J 

3 

5 

368J 

537J 

22J 

396 

2i 

398i 

404 

40 

444 

16i 

416J 

4 

464J 

4 

468J 

60 

528i 

8 

636J 

6 

641J 

8f 

n 

9 

550 

559J 

568J 

13 

581J 

598J 

605J 

11 

12 

89 

616f 

628| 

6671 

3 


34 


ROUTE  No.  8, 

From  Nebraska  city^  via.  Saline  Cre^h^  Platte  River^ 

and  Fort  Kearny^  to  Denver  city. 

Nebraska  city^  is  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Mis- 
souri river,  in  Nebraska  Territory.  Population  about 
1500.  It  is  accessable  by  steamers  from  St.  Louis. 
Outfits  may  be  procured  here.  The  route  from  this 
place  intersects  the  Leavenworth  road,  thirteen  miles 
east  of  fort  Kearny,  from  which  point  it  is  the  same 
as  Route  No.  5.  to  which  the  reader  is  referred.  In 
a dry  season,  this  is  'a  good  road,  but  the  soil  being 
deep  and  rich,  it  is  heavy  and  mirey  in  wet  weather. 
From  this  city,  the  country  is  settled  to  where  the 
road  strikes  the  Platte  river.  The  Pawnee’s  infest  the 
road  from  where  it  intersects  the  Platte  river  to  Fort 
Kearny.  They  are  generally  troublesome  to  emi- 
grants, being  disposed  to  carry  ofi*  their  stock  with- 
out asking  leave. 


TABLE  of  distayices  from  Nebraska  city^  by  Platte  River,  lort 
Kearny,  to  Denver  city,  at  the  mouth  of  Cherry  Creek — there  is  an 
abundance  of  wood,  water,  and  grass,  as  far  as  the  junction  of 
the  Leavenworth  road,  which  is  represented  on  the  map. 


Route. 

Miles. 

( 

Total. 

Smaill  Uranch 

9. 

9 

South  Fork  of  Weeping  Water 

14 

23 

Middle  Fork  of  Weeping  water 

7 

30 

Saline  Creek 

13 

43 

Branch  nf  Cotton  Wood 

60J 

Second  Branch 

13 

Third  Branch... 

6 

6GJ 

74i 

8U 

85| 

107 

Fourth  Branch 

8 

Cotton  Wood  Creek 

7 

Small  Branch  of  Platte 

4 

Second  Branch  of  Platte 

22 

Platte  River  —The  road  from  this  point  runs  up  the 
valley  of  the  Platte  good  camping  places  all  along 
the  river. 

6 

112 

■66 


Route. 


Junction  of  Nebraska  city  and  Leavenworth  Roads — 
Buffalo  chips  for  fuel- 

1st.  Salt  Lake  Mail  Station  No.  14 — grass  in  abun- 
dance ; wood  on  Grand  Island 

Fort  Kearny  and  Junction  of  Omaha  city  Road — rep- 
resented on  the  map;  sutlers  store,  blacksmith 
shop  ; post  office  at  this  point. 

U.  S.  M.  Station,  No.  15. 

Seventeen  Mile  Point — Wood,  water,  and  grass 

Plumb  Creek,  U.  S.  M.  Station  No.  16 — Wood,  water, 
and  grass  in  abundance. 

Willow  Bend — Wood,  water  and  grass 

U.  S.  Mail  Station,  No.  17 — Wood,  water,  and  grass... 

Heavy  body  of  Timber  in  the  bend  of  Platte — Wood, 
water,  and  grass  in  abundance ; deer  and  buffalo  on 
the  island  of  the  river. 

Dry  Branch  with  Timber 

Cotton  Wood  Spring,  U.  S.  M.  Station  No.  18 — Wood, 
water,  grass  and  store. 

Dry  Creek  with  Timber.... 

Opposite  Freemont’s  Slough ; represented  on  the  map 
— this  slough  continues  up  between  the  road  and 
river  to  Fremont^s  spring;  good  camping  places  all 
along  the  slough,  baffalo  chips  for  fuel. 

Fremont’s  Spring — Water  and  grass,  in  abundance 
between  the  spring  and  river,  buffalo  chips  for  fuel. 
O’Fallon’s  Bluffs 

U.  S.  M.  Station,  No.  19 — West  side  of  the  bluffs. 
Wood,  water,  and  grass  in  abundance. 

Laramie  Crossing — Good  grass  east  and  west  of  the 
crossing ; buffalo  chips  for  fuel ; U:  S.  M.  Station 
No.  20,  at  this  point. 

Goodall’s  Crossing  and  Forks  of  Denver  city  and  Lodge 
Pole  Creek  Road ; represented  on  the  map  ; good 
grass  and  buffalo  chips  for  fuel. 

Point  of  Bluff  and  Dry  Ravine — Good  grass,  one  mile 
west  of  this  point ; buffalo  chips  for  fuel. 

Opposite  the  Mouth  of  Pole  Creek — Good  grass ; no 
wood  between  this  point  and  Bijou  Creek;  rbad 
continues  up  the  river . 

Opposite  Mouth  of  Pawnee  Creek — A small  grove  of 
cotton  wood  on  Pawnee  creek  two  miles  north  of 
the  mouth. 

Junction  of  the  Republican  Fork  Road— represented 
on  the  map. 


3b 


86 


Route. 

Miles. 

Total. 

Tree  on  south  Bank  of  River — Water  and  grass,  buffa- 

5 

CO 

oo 

lo  chips  for  fuel. 

Beaver  Creek — Water  and  grass,  buffalo  chips  for 

8| 

492J 

fuel . 

Sand  Creek — Water  and  grass,  buffalo  chips  for  fuel. 

91 

501 1 

Bijou  Creek — (Running)  willow  and  cotton  wood  for 

9 

•610J 

fuel. 

Kiowa  Creek — ^(Dry  sand  bed)  wood  water  and  grass, 

18 

523J 

deer  and  antelope  for  game  from  this  point  to  Den- 
ver city. 

Bluffs  called  Point  of  Rocks 

17J 

541J 

Forks  of  Denver  city  and  Bridger’s  Pass-roads,  rep- 

7 

548} 

resented  on  the  map. 

Opposite  Mouth  of  Cashe  La  Ponder... 

11 

559} 

Opposite  St.  Vrain’s  Old'Fort 

12 

1 571} 

Denver  City  at  the  mouth  of  Cherry  Creek 

39 

i 610} 

ROUTE  No.  9, 

From  Omaha  city  via.  of  Platte  River ^ and  Fort 
Kearny j to  Denver  city. 

Omaha  city^  is  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Missouri 
river,  in  Nebraska  Territory,  and  is  accessable  by 
steamers  from  St.  Louis.  Population  six  or  eight 
hundred.  The  road  from  this  city  passes  through  the 
Pawnee  country,  crossing  Elkhorn  river,  Loup  Fork, 
and  numerous  other  streams,  intersecting  the  Leaven- 
worth road  at  Fort  Kearny,  where  it  crosses  the  Platte 
river.  From  this  point  the  road  is  the  same  as  Route 
No,  5,  to  which  the  reader  is  referred.  The  road 
from  Omaha  to  Fort  Kearny,  was  surveyed  and 
graded  by  Capt.  Dixon,  in  1857,  and  in  a dry  season 
is  a splendid  road,  but  in  wet  weather  or  in  the  Spring 
of  the  year,  the  streams  overflow,  and  sometimes,  it  is 
impossible  to  cross  them. 
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TABLE  of  distarces  from  Omaha  city^  bu  Platte  River  and  Fort 
Kearny  to  Denver  ciiy^  at  the  Mouth  of  Cherry  Creek. 


Route. 

Miles, 

Total, 

Little  Papillon  Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass 

9 

9 

Big  Papillon  Creek  Crossing — Wood,  water,  and 
grass. 

3 

12 

Elk  Horn  River  Crossing — Wood,  water  and  grass  in 
abundance.  ^ 

11 

23 

Raw  Hide  Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass 

3 

26 

Small  Rrancli 

1 

27 

Platte  River^Wood,  water  and  grass 

9 

36 

North  Bend — Wood,  water  and  gi’ass 

15 

51 

Shell  Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass 

10 

61 

Bend  of  Platte  Kiver — Wood,  water  and  grass. 

12 

73 

Loup  Fork  Crossing — Wood,  water  and  grass 

10 

83 

Prairie  Creek  Crossing — Wood,  water  and  grass,  the 
road  continues  up  the  Platte  River  to  the  crossing 
of  Wood  river,  good  camping  places  all  along  the 
river. 

12 

95 

Wood  River  Crossing — Wood,  water  artd  grass  in 
abundance,  the  road  from  this  point  contin  es 
along  Wood  river  24  miles,  and  good  camping  pla- 
ces may  be  found  all  along  the  river. 

60 

155 

Wood  River,  where  road^  leaves  river 

24 

179 

Platte  River  Crossing — Wood,  water  and  grass  in 
abundance,  river  three  quarters  of  a mile  broad, 
from  6 to  30  inches  deep,  in  ordinary  stage  of 
water,  with  a quick  sand  bottom  which  makes  it 
impassible  in  high  water. 

7 

186 

Fort  Kearny — Sutler’s  store,  post  ofl&ce,  and  black- 
smith shop. 

2 

188 

U.  S.  Mail  Station  No.  15... 

3 

191 

Seventeen  Mile  Point 

14 

205 

Plumb  Creek  U.  S.  M.  Station  No.  16— Wood,  water 
and  grass  in  abundance. 

17 

222 

Willow  Bend — Wood,  water  and  grass. 

12 

234 

U.  S.  M.  Station  No.  17-rWood,  water  and  grass... 

14 

248 

Heavy  Body  of  Timber  in  the  bend  of  the  Platte 
wood — Wood,  water  and  grass  in  abundance,  buf- 
falo and  deer  on  the  islands  of  the  river. 

13 

2ol 

Dry  Branch  with  Timber '. 

269J 

Cotton  Wood  Spring  U.  S.  Mail  Station  No.  18— 
Wood,  water  and  grass  and  store  at  this  place. 

271 

Dry  Creek  with  Timber 

3 

274 

Opposite  Fremont’s  slough,  represented  on  the  map, 
this  slough  continues  up  between  the  road  and  river 

5 

279 

S8 


Route. 

Miles, 

Total. 

to  Fremont’s  Spring,  good  camping  places  all  along 
the  slough,  buffalo  chips  for  fuel. 

Fremont’s  Spring — Water  and  grass  in  abundance, 
between  the  spring  and  river,  buffalo  chips  for 
fuel. 

22J 

301} 

O’ Fall  on’s  Bluffs 

304 

309} 

U.  S.  Mail  Station  No  19,  west  side  of  the  Bluffs— 
Wood,  water  and  grass  in  abundance. 

Laramie  Crossing — Good  grass  east  and  west  of  the 

40 

349} 

crossing,  buffalo  chips  for  fuel. 

U.  S.  Mail  Station  No.  20  at  this  poiht 

Goodale’s  Crossing  and  Forks  of  Denver  City  and 

16} 

365i 

Lodge  Pole  Creek  Roads,  represented  on  the  map, 
good  grass,  buffalo  chips  for  fuel. 

Point  of  Bluff  and  Dry  Ravine — Good  grass  one  mile 
west  of  this  point,  buffalo  chips  for  fuel. 

4 

369i 

Opposite  the  mouth  of  Pole  Creek — Good  grass,  no 
wood  between  this  point  and  Bijou  Creek;  road  con- 
tinues up  the  river. 

4 

373J 

Opposite  mouth  of  Pawnee  Creek — A small  grove  of 
cotton  wood  on  Pawnee  Creek,  two  miles  north  of 
the  mouth. 

60 

433J 

Junction  of  the  Republican  Fork  Road,  represented 
on  the  map. 

8 

441} 

Tree  on  South  Bank  of  River^ — Water  and  grass,  buf- 
falo chips  for  fuel. 

5 

446} 

Beaver  Creek — 'Buffalo  chips  for  fuel 

455} 

Sand  Creek — Water  and  grass,  buffalo  chips  for  fuel. 
Bijou  Creek,  (running) — Willow  and  cotton  wood  for 

464} 

9 

473} 

fuel. 

Kiowa  Creek,  dry  sand  bed — Wood,  water  and  grass, 
deer,  and  antelope  for  game,  from  this  point  to 
Denver  City. 

13 

486} 

Bluffs  called  Point  of  Rocks. 

m 

504} 

Forks  of  Denver  City  and  Bridger’s  Pass  Roads,  rep- 
resented on  the  map. 

7 

611} 

Opposite  Mouth  of  Cashe  La  Ponder 

11 

522} 

Opposite  St.  Vrain’s  Old  Fort 

12 

534} 

Denver  City  at  the  mouth  of  Cherry  Creek 

39 

573} 

39 


SALT  LAKE  ROUTE  No.  1, 

From  Leavenworth  City  or  Fort  Leavenworth  via. 
Fort  Riley Republican  Fork^  Platte  River ^ Cashe 
La  Poudre^  Bridge/ s Pass  and  Fort  Bridger^  to 
Salt  Lake  City. 

This  road  from  Leavenworth  to  the  mouth  of  Crow 
creek,  as  shown  on  the  map,  is  the  same  as  Route 
No.  3 to  the  gold  fields,  as  heretofore  described,  and 
to  which  the  reader  is  referred.  It  there  leaves  the 
Republican  Fork  Route  by  Platte  River,  crosses  the 
river  near  the  mouth  of  Crow  Creek,  thence  up  the 
Cashe  La  Poudre  creek,  crossing  the  Black  Hills,  and 
the  Laramie  Plains,  and  through  Bridger  s Pass  by 
Fort  Bridgerto  Salt  Lake  City. 

This  road  is  only  practicable  for  light  vehicles  from 
Bridger’s  Pass  to  Fort  Bridger,  inasmuch  as  heavy 
teams  cannot  cross  the  frail  bridges  erected  over  Mud- 
dy creek.  By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  the 
Sixth  Infantry  opened  this  road  in  July,  1858,  from 
the  head  of  Muddy  creek  to  Fort  Bridger,  but  did 
not  leave  it  in  a condition  for  emigrants  to  pass  over 
it,  and  I would  not  advise  them  to  take  this  road  un- 
til the  Government  finishes  it. 

Indians. — The  country  from  Big  Medicine  Bow 
to  Bridger's  Pass  is  the  great  war  ground  of  the 
Utahs,  Crows  and-  Arrapohoes,  so  that  this  part  of 
the  route  is  infested  with  war  parties,  who  frequently 
commit  depredations  upon  emigrants. 
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TABLE  of  distances  from  Fort  Leavenworth  and  Leavenworth  city 
by  Fort  Rilty^  Republican  Fork^  Platte  river  Cashe  La  Poudre,  Brid’- 
gei'*s  Pass  and  Fort  Bidger  to  Salt  Lake  City, 


Route. 


Salt  Creek... Wood,  water  and  grass 

Forks  of  Laramie  and  Riley  Roads 

Stranger  River — Wood,  water  and  grass 

Branch  of  Stranger  River— Wood,  water  and  grass... 

Hickory  Point — Wood,  water  and  grass 

Grasshopper  River — Wood,  water  and  grass 

Muddy  Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass 

Soldier  Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass,  small  town 
west  side  of  the  creek. 

Silver  Lake — Good  camping  ground  at  the  south  east 
end  of  the  lake,  on  thd  river  abundance  of  wood, 
water  and  grass . 

Cross  Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass 

Pottawattamie  Mission — Three  stores* and  entertain- 
ment. 

Lost  Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass  on  the  west  side 
of  the  creek. 

Vermilion  Creek — Wood,  water,  and  grass.. 

Rock  Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass 

Black  Jack  Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass  in  abun- 
dance . 

Big  Blue  River — This  stream  is  crossed — wood, 
water  and  grass  in  abundance,  Manhattan  city 
on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  hotels,  stores, 
and  blacksmith  shop. 

Wild  Cat  Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass  in  abun- 
dance, a quarter  of  a mile  south  of  the  road. 

Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass.. 

Four  Mile  Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass 

Fort  Riley — Sutler’s  store  and  government  blacksmith 
shop ; from  this  point  take  the  road  by  the  stone 
quarry  designated  as  the  hill  road. 

Running  Stream  Hill  Road — Wood,  water  and  grass. 

Madison  Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass 

Small  Branch — Wood,  water  and  grass 

Mirey  Greek — Wood,  water  and  grass 

Dry  Ravine 

Dry  Slough 

Dry  Bed 

Dry  Bed 

Middleton’s  Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass 

Loup  Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass. 


Miles. 

Total. 

3 

3 

4 

7 

5 

12 

4 

16 

8J 

24i 

34 

9“ 

43 

8 

59J 

65 

6 

71 

i-4m 

GO 

4 

82J 

H 

86 

6 

GO 

■ 

o 

o 

1 

107 

1 

6 

113 

3 

116 

4 

120 

lOJ 

130J 

132f 

u 

134 

142i 

3 

145J 

u 

.146J 

H 

150 

2J 

152J 

2 

154J 

8i 

168 
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Route 


for  game. 

Dry  Branch 

Dry  Branch 

Up  Hill  Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass ...  . 

Dry  Bed 

Dry  Bed 

Dry  Bed 

Rocky  Ford  Creek — Wood  water  and  grass.. «... 

Dry  Bed 

Dry  Bed  with  Bushes  on  bend  of  river.. 

Lake  Sibley^Wood,  water  and  grass  at  the  south- 
west end  of  the  Lake,  deer  and  wild  turkey  for 
game. 

Bend  of  River — Wood,  Water  and  grass,  deer,  ante- 
lope and  wild  turkey  for  game. 

Dry  Bed 

Drain 

Dry  Creek 

Bluffs — Good  camping  ground  west  of  the  road  on  the 
river,  elk,  antelope  and  wild  turkey  for  game,  from 
this  point  the  road  passes  over  the  bluffs  two  and 
three  quarters  of  a mile. 

Dry  Creek 

Drain 

Dry  Creek 

Drain 

Clear  Creek — Good  camping  ground  on  the  river,  wood, 
water  and  grass  in  abundance,  deer,  antelope  and 
wild  turkey  for  game,  a remarkable  rock  in  sight 
east  side  of  the  road. 

The  Great  Bend  of  the  Republican  River 

Cool  Spring  Branch — Wood,  water  and  grass,  ante- 
lope for  game,  400  yards  west  of  this  branch  are  the 
forks  of  the  Republican  and  Fort  Kearny  roads, 
represented  on  the  map. 

Last  of  Thirteen  Dry  Creek 

Bluff’s  on  Bend  of  River  and  Dry  Creek — Wood,  water 
and  grass  on  the  river  south  of  the  road. 

Bandelet’s  Creek — Wood  water  and  grass 

Wiley’s  Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass,  buffalo,  wild 
turkey,  dear  and  antelope  for  game,  there  are  good 
camp  grounds  all  along  the  river  valley  and  at  the 
crossing  of  the  creek  with  an  abundance  of  wood, 
water  and  grass,  from  this  point  up  to  the  second 
crossing  of  the  Republican  Fork. 


Miles.  1 

Total. 

ril 

1 

169J 

22  i 

4:  ; 

I72i 

174f 

2i 

177 

4 

181 

1 

182 

H 

183J 

H 

184J 

3 

187J 

2i 

190| 

3 

193i 

195^ 

’197| 

2 i 

1 J99| 

2« 

2031 

4 

208 

2| 

210| 

i 

211J 

2| 

214 

ii 

4 

2i42 

If 

216J 

4 

220^ 

2| 

>223i 

6 

228} 

12| 

241 

li 

242} 

3 

245} 

42 


Route. 

Miles 

. Total. 

Hughes  Creek — Buffalo,  deer,  elk,  antelope  and  wild 
turkey  in  abundance  from  this  point  up  to  the 
Frenchman’s  Fork. 

Keyser’s  Creek 

H 

2 

: 248f 

2604 

252i 

254| 

2561 

~30 

262 

263 

Hardeck’s  Creek 

Dry  Creek ; 

2 

Doboy^s  Creek 

3 

Golden’s  Creek 

Spring  Creek  cool  water 

2 

Bend  of  River  and  Spring  bluffs 

1 

Tinnell’s  Creek 

267J 

27U 

278i 

281 

282J 

282A 

284J 

286J 

288i 

289 

292 

295J 

295| 

299J 

302 

Scott’s  Creek — ‘Several  Dry  Drains 

Luchugas  Creek  and  Kearny  Trail 

7 

Guyman’s  Creek 

21 

Kearny  Trail  running  nbrth 

i 

2 

Carr’s  Creek 

Betchler’s  Creek 

Brown’s  Creek 

2 

Pickett’s  Creek 

2 

Wades 

i 

3 

Roiith’a  Creek  

Morey’s  Creek 

H 

i 

4 

Moon’s  Creek 

Wood’s  Creek 

Tom’s  Creek  dry 

Englemann’s  Creek 

303J 

31U 

314^ 

Dawson’s  Creek 

Patrick’s  Creek 

% 

Van’s  Creek 

315| 

317| 

318J 

320 

Pate’s  Creek 

2 

Allen’s  Creek 

1 

Drummond’s  Creek 

2 

Kaufmanfs  Creek 

U 

1 

H 

n 

2 

322 

Larned’s  Creek 

322J 

326 

Black  Creek 

Dry  Creek...... 

329J 

330J 

332J 

336 

Next  Creek 

Pogie  Ceeek 

Dry  Creek  with  timber 

H 

5 

Pftsy  Creek. 

341 

Obstinate  Creek 

3 

344 

Parsnip  Creek 

5 

349 

Deer  Creek — Large  stream  with  timber 

8 

357 

Slough 

Small  stream  with  bushes 

6 

3 

363 

366 

Small  stream  with  timber 

5 

371 

43 


Route- 


River  Crossing  river — 8 0 yards  broad,  two  feet  deep, 
witha  fine  hard  bottom. 

Through  Bluff  opposite  Heavy  Wooded  creek 

Homan  or  Beaver  Creek  crossing — Passing  three  dry 
branches. 

• Pe  Las  Muertos  creek 

Bluffs 

Opposite, Mouth  Vtho  Mappi  or  Frenchman’s  Fork  of 
Republican  represented  on  the  map,  several  dry 
drains  between  this  point  and  dry  creek. 

Dry  Creek  with  timber — antelope  in  abundance  from 
this  point  west,  good  camping  grounds  all  along  the 
river. 

Big  Timber  Creek — Running  water 

Crossing  of  Republican  at  the  mouth  of  Arickaree 
Fork — wood,  water  and  grass  in  abundance,  scat- 
tering bunches  of  timber  in  sight  north  and  south 
of  the  road. 

Mouth  of  Rock  Creek — Joins  the  Arickaree  Fork> 
buffalo  chips  for  fuel. 

Rock  Creek  Crossing 

Branch  of  Rock  Creek  and  Spring — Water  and  grass 
in  abundance,  buffalo  chips  for  fuel,  from  this  point 
there  is  no  water  to  be  relied  upon  for  34  miles. 

Dry  Creek— From  this  point  the  road  continues  up 
the  valley  6 miles,  between  two  sand  bluffs,  thence 
through^  a high  level  prairie  22  miles,  and  then  de- 
scends a gentle  slope  to  dog  creek. 

Dog  Creek — Water  and  grass,  buffalo  chips  for  fuel. 

Creek  with  water  in  holes — Grass  good,  buffalo  chips 
for  fuel. 

Pecker’s  Creek — Good  grass,  buffalo  chips  for  fuel. 

Water  Holes — Poor  chance  to  camp. 

South  Fork  of  Platte  and  Junction  of  Kearny  Road. 
Water  and  grass,  buffalo  chips  for  fuel,  from  this 
point  the  road  passes  up  on  the  south  side  of  the 
Platte. 

Tree  on  South  Bank  of  River — Water  and  grass,  and 
buffalo  chips  for  fuel. 

Beaver  Creek — Water  and  grass,  buffalo  chips  for  fuel. 

Sand  Creek — Water  and  grass,  buffalo  chips  for  fuel 

IBijou  Creek  (running) — Willow  and  Cotton  Wood  for 
■ fuel. 

Kiowa  Creek  (dry  sandy  bed) — Wood,  water  and 
grass,  deer  and  antelope  for  game,  from  this  point 
to  Denver  City. 


Mites. 

Total. 

1 

372 

13J 

375J 

389J 

3 

H 

4 

392J 

394 

398 

18 

416 

n 

io| 

425 

436J 

23 

458i 

18J 

n 

477} 

484} 

3 

487i 

31 

618} 

625} 

5| 

6| 

631} 

637} 

543} 

6 

648} 

9 

657} 

566} 

575} 

13 

588} 
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Route. 

Miles. 

Tot.^1. 

Bluffs' called  Point  of  Rock€ 

17i 

6064 

Forks  of  Denver  City  and  Bridger’s  Pass  Roads,  rep- 
resented on  the  map:  at  this  point  the  road  crosses 
to  the  north  side  of  the  river,  river  200  yards 
broad,  from  one  to  two  feet  deep  in  ordinary  stage 
of  water  with  a hard  gravelly  bottom. 

7 

613} 

Crow  Creek  Crossing 

i 

614 

Dry  Branch  (broad  gravelly  bed) 

6 

620 

Road  continues  up  the  river,  road  leaves  the  river  at 
this  point. 

8| 

628} 

First  crossing  of  Cashe  La  Poudre,  main  stream  rep- 
resented on  the  map — abundance  of  wood,  water 
and  grass,  from  this  point  to  the  west  fork  of  Lara- 

14 

642} 

mie  river. 

Second  Crossing 

101 

653} 

Third  Crossing — The  scenery  through  this  country 
is  grand,  grizly  bear,  elk,  moutain  sheep,  black  and 
white  tail  deer,  antelope  and  sage  hen  in  abund- 
ance, from  this  point  to  Bridger’s  Pass  at  the  foot 
of  the  mountains,  south  of  the  road  and  through 
the  Laramie  Plains. 

3i 

656} 

Branch  of  Cashe  La  Pouder  Crossing — there  are  short 
portions  of  the  road  which  are  very  rough  from 
this  point  to  the  summit  of  the  Black  Hills. 

1 

i 

657} 

1 

1 

Another  Branch  of  Cashe  La  Poudre  Crossing 

670} 

Crossing  of  Cashe  La  Poudre : 

5 ! 

675} 

Another  braach  of  Cashe  La  Poudre — crossings 

6| 

682} 

Summit  of  the  Black  Hills ,.••• 

8i 

691} 

Larned’s  Creek,  a branch  of  East  Laramie  River — 
Wood,  water  and  grass. 

7 

698} 

East  Fork  of  Laramie  River — Wood,  and  grass  good, 
from  this  point  you  have  a splendid  view  of  ‘the 
Medicine  Bow  Mountains  which  continues  along 
south  of  the  road,  to  the  Medicine  Bow  Butte. 

14 

712 

West  Fork  of  Laramie  River  and  Junction  of  Large 
Pole  Creek  Road,  represented  on  the  map — No 
wood,  fine  meadows  of  grass. 

14i 

726} 

Lake  Branch — Wood,  water  and  grass  in  abundance 

5 

731} 

half  a mile  up  the  creek,  this  branch  empties  into 

a large  lake  north  east  of  the  road. 

Cooper’s  Creek  and  Branches — Wood,  water  and  grass 
in  abundance,  several  dry  branches  in  the  next 
distance. 

9 

740} 

Krapp’s  Creek — There  are  large  holders  in  the  bed  of 
this  creek  which  makes  it  difficult  to  cross  in  high 

747} 

45 


Route 


vrater,  abundance  of  timber  on  this  creek,  and 
meadows  of  grass  half  a mile  down  the  creek. 

k^mnll  Stream  

Small  Stream — Wood,  water  and  grass  in  abundance. 
Small  Stream — Here  the  roads  fork  north  and  south 
of  the  Medicine  Bow  Buttes  represented  on  the  map 
— take  the  north  road. 

Birch  Creek — This  creek  runs  between  two  Rocky 
Bluffs,  wood  and  water  in  abundance,  grass  limi 
ted  lor  large  parties  : the  go'.d  fields  of  Kansas  r^nd 
Nebraska  extend  to  this  creek,  represented  on  the 
map. 

Dry  Branch — AVith  cottdn  wood 

Big  Medicine  Bow — At  this  point  the  road  crosses 
three  channels  of  the  Medicine  Bow,  the  first  and 
second  twenty  feet  wide,  15  inches  deep,  with  a 
rapid  current.  There  is  a dense  growth  of  cotton 
wood  and  willows  along  the  \alley  of  the  river. 
Here  you  have  a splendid  view  of  the  Medicine  Bow 
Butte,  with  its  snow  cap  peak.  | 

Brranch  of  Elk  Creek — Grass  in  abundance,  box  elder 
for  fuel,  befween  this  point  and  Elk  Creeks  there 
are  several  small  lakes  which  are  a great  resort  for 
wild  geese  and  ducks. 

Elk  Creeks — Grass  in  abundance,  box  elder  and  qua. 
ken  aspenfor  fuel ; these  creek  head  in  the  Medi 
cine  Bow  Butte;  large  quantities  of  elk  and  moun-| 
tain  sheep  may  be  found  on  the  top  of  the  butte.  | 
Rattle  Snake  Creek,  a branch  of  Pass  Creek — Wood! 
water,  and  grass.  | 

First  Crossing  of  Rattle  Snake  Creek I 

Second  Crossing I 

Third  Crossing I 

Pass  Creek — Meadows  of  grass,  wild  sage  for  fuel,  I 
Road  nearly  joins  and  leaves  South  road  on  a hill,! 
in  next  distance  the  road  descends  a gentle' 
slope.  ■ 

North  Fork  of  Platte  River — At  this  point  you  ford; 
the  river,  first  upon  an  island  of  the  river  and  theuj 
to  the  west  bank,  river  80  yards  wide,  feet  deep,| 
wood,  water  and  grass  in  abundance.  j 

First  Crossing  of  Sage  Creek — Grass  scarce 

Second  Crossing — Grass  scarce 

Branch  of  Sage  Creek— good  grass,  wild  sage  for 
fuel. 

Second  Branch 
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Third  Branch  of  Sage  Creek  and  Pine  Groxe — Good 
camping  ground  at  this  point,  good  grass  maybe 
found  up  the  erbek  on  the  south  side  of  the  pines. 

Fourth  Branch — Grass  up  the  creek.... 

Sage  Creek  Crossing  

Summit  of  Bridger’s  Pass— Good  grass  may  be  found 
along  the  water  courses  and  valleys  through  this 
section  of  the  country,  Bridger’s  Pass  is  a deep 
cut  in  the  mountains,  about  one  mile  wide  and  18 
long,  terminating  in  a narrow  gorge  or  Canyon, 
along  Muddy  Creek,  some  twelve  or  thirteen  miles 
long.  This  Pass  is  always  practicable,  even  in 
winier,  when  other  passes  are  entirely  closed. 

Spring  half  a mile  north  side  of  the  road 

Spring  on  the  road 

Muddy  Creek — this  stream  furnishes  abundance  of 
speckled  trout ; cherries,  and  currants  abundant  in 
the  fruit  season ; from  this  point  the  road  continues 
down  the  valley  of  Muddy  creek,  and  crosses  the 
creek  six  times  to  avoid  rocky  points  at  short  dis- 
tances along  the  creek. 

To  where  roads  leaves  muddy,  in  the  next  distance 
the  road  ascends  a gentle  slope  for  four  miles. 

Bridger’s  Fork  and  Spring — There  is  a spl‘infi:  400 
yards  north  of  Bridger’s  Spring,  running  out  of  the 
bank  and  emptying  into  Bridger’s  Fork  and  Spring, 
is  hardly  drinkable  for  man  or  beast ; sage  brush 
for  fuel,  good  bunch  grass  half  a mile  west  of 
Bridger’s  Fork. 

Hay  Stacks  Spring — Sage  brush  for  fuel,  bunch  grass 
in  abundance,  the  hay  stack,  a beacon  120  feet  high 
of  clay,  is  one  mile  south  west  of  the  spring  and 
near  a large  pihe  bluff. 

Bitter  Creek  and  Spring — Sage  brush  for  fuel,  good 
bunch  grass  on  bluffs. 

South  Fork  of  Bitter  Creek  and  Crossing — Meadows 
of  grass,  wild  sage  for  fuel. 

To  a point  where  the  road  cuts  off  {a  Bend  of  Bitter 
creek)  large  sage  for  fuel,  bunch  grass  abundant  a 
quarter  of  a mile  south-west  of  the  creek 

Bitter  Creek — wild  sage  for  fuel,  grass  in  abundance. 

Sulphur  Spring  Branch  and  Sluphur  Spring — Repre- 
sented on  the  map,  grass  good  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
spring. 

Bitter  Creek  crossing — good  bunch  grass  south  of  the 
creek  on  the  bluffs,  the  water  in  the  creek  from  this 
point  to  Green  river  is  brackish  and  not  tit  for  use 
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North  Branch  of  Bitter  cieek  and  Sulphcr  Spring — 
W ild  sage  for  fuel,  bunch  grass  on  the  blulfs,  the 
road  crosses  the  North  branch  half  mile  above  this 
point. 

Spring  Branch — This  branch  is  generally  dry  where 
the  road  crosses ; the  spring  is  at  the  head  of  the 
branch  at  the  foot  of  the  bluffs,  wild  sagebrush  for 
fuel,  good  bunch  grass  may  be  found  all  along  tffe 
foot  of  the  bluffs  in  the  vicinity  of  the  spring. 

Green  River — wood,  water,  and  grass  in  abundance  : 
here  you  ferry  the  river,  if  it  is  too  high  to  ford  : 
river  100  yards  broad  and  feet  deep  in  an  ordin- 
•ary  stage  of  water. 

Black’s  Fork — 40  yards  broad  2 foot  dsep  with  a gen- 
tle current,  wood  and  grass  in  abundance ; here  the 
road  cuts  off  at  bend  of  black’s  fork. 

Second  Crossing  of  Black’s  Fork— Grass  in  abundance; 
willows  and  sage  brush  for  fuel. 

Junction  of  South  Pass  Jload  ; represented  on  the  map. 

' Ham’s  Fork — There  is  a government  bridge  on  this 
fork  at  this  point ; good  grass  above  and  below  the 
bridgp. 

Third  Crossing  of  Black’s  Fork  and  Forks  of  road,  by 
Muddy  creek,  represented  on  the  map  ; willow  and 
cotton  wood  for  fuel ; good  bunch  grass  may  be 
found  one  mile  south  of  the  creek  in  case  it  is  eaten 
off  about  the  crossings  ; jackass  rabbits,  and  sage 
hens  for  game — here  the  road  cuts  off  a bend  of 
Black’s  Fork  in  the  next  distance. 

Fourth  Crossing  of  Black  Fork — wood,  water,  and 
grass  in  abundance 

Fifth  Crossing — wood  and  grass 

Smith’s  Fork — wood  and  grass 

Fort  Bridger,  on  Black  Fork — this  stream  furnishes 
an  abundance  of  Mountain  trout — this  fort  is  occu- 
pied by  a detachment  of  the  U.  S.  Army  ; sutler’s 
store  and  blacksmith  shop  at  this  point,  wood, 
water,  and  grass  in  abundance  ; in  the  next  dis- 
tance the  road  crosses  a high  divide  between 
Black’s  Fork  and  Muddy. 

Branch  of  Muddy  Creek — wood,  water,  and  grass — 
if  the  grass  is  eaten  off  at  this  point,  good  grass 
may  be  found  down  the  creek  one  mile. 

Muddy  Creek  and  Crossing — willows  for  fuel — if  the 
grass  is  eaten  off  at  this  point,  good  grass  may  be 
found  north  and  south  of  the  road  half  mile,  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  creek.  1 
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Soda  Spring — poor  chance  to  camp;  in  the  next  dis-| 
tance  you  cross  the  Divide  of  the  waters  of  the; 
Great  Basin  and  Green  river.  ' 

s 

1038 

Quaken  Aspen  Spring—water  limited,  bunch  grass  i 
and  wood  in  abundance.  i 

9 

1 

1047 

Far  Spring  Branch  and  Crossing — wood,  water,  andl 

5 

1052 

gl  < . h s . 1 

Bear  River  and  Crossing — river  400  feet  wide,  depth  ] 
variable,  current  swift,  with  a large  pebbly  bottom ; 

3 

1055 

this  rWer  empiies  into  the  Great  Salt  Lake,  and 
iuruishes  an  abundance  of  trout,  wood,  and  grass. 
In  the  n-:xt  distance,  the  road  crosses  a high  ridge, 
the  ascent  and  descent  gentle  and  easy. 

Yellow  Creek  and  Crossing — stream  three  feet  wide, 
with  sharp  banks  ; willow  for  fuel,  grass  in  abun- 
dance. 

Head  of  Echo  Creek  and  Canyon — Meadows  of  grass, 
cedars  on  the  bluff,  this  creek  is  walled  in  by 
high  rocky  bluffs,  the  roiid  continues  down  the  al- 
ley of  the  creek  crossing  at  short  intervals,  ^ood 
camping  grounds  may  be  found  from  two  to  three 
miles  along  the  creek,  wood  in  abundance  from 
this  point  to  the  mouth  of  emigration  canyan. 

Weber  River — At  the  mouth  of  Echo  Creek  and  Can- 
yrm,  grass  in  abundance. 

Weber  River  Crossing — Current  swift  with  a,  large 
pebbly  bottom  which  makes  it  difficult  to  cross  in 
high  water,  grass  in  abundance. 

Branch  of  Weber  River — Grass  in  abundance 

Head  of  Weber  River — Grass  in  abundance 

Banchmin’s  Creek — 8 feet  wide,  clear  water,  fuel  and 
grass  plenty,  road  crosses  the  creek  in  the  next 
distance  at  short  intervals,  abundance  of  trout  in 
all  of  the  streams  between  this  and  Salt  Lake  City. 

Last  Crossing  of  Banchmin’s  Creek — The  road  leaves 
the  creek  at  this  point  and  ascends  the  big  mountain. 

Summit  of  Big  Mountain — Mountain  steep  to  descend, 
which  requires  great  care  with  vehicles. 

Valley  on  Big  Canyon  Creek — Between  big  and  little 
mountain,  wood,  water  and  grass  in  abundance. 

Summit  of  Little  Mountain — The  ascent  from  big  Can- 
yon creek  to  this  point  is  very  steep,  the  descent 
from  this  point  is  very  steep. 

Emigration  Creek  and  Canyon — From  this  peint  you 
follow  down  the  creek  in  the  Canyon,  crossing  the 
creek  at  short  intervals. 
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Mouth  of  Emigration  Canyon — From  this  point  you 
have  a splendid  view  of  the  Great  Salt  Lake  and 
city. 

Great  Salt  Lake  City — In  the  valley  of  the  Great 
Salt  Lake,  four  miles  square,  extending  east  from 
the  bank  of  the  Jordan  river,  ten  miles  above  its 
mouth  along  the  base  of  a spur,  from  the  Wahsatch 
mountains,  laid  out  in  squares  with  the  temple 
block  in  the  centre,  streets  132  feet  wide,  lots  132 
by  264  feet  is  the  capital  of  U.  Territory  containing 
8 or  9 thousand  inhabitants,  a council  house,  tithe- 
ing  store-house,  and  bowery,  a place  of  worship 
founded  in  184G  by  the  presidency  of  the  latter  day 
Saints. 


5 ll31i 
4 1135J 


SALT  LAKE  ROUTE,  No.  2, 

From  Leavenworth  city  and  Fort  Leavenworth,  via. 

Fort  Kearny,  Platte  River,  Lodge  Pole  Creek, 

Bridger' s Pass  and  Fort  Bridger,  to  Salt  Lake  city. 

This  road  leaves  Leavenworth,  and  is  the  same  as 
Route  No.  5 to  Denver  city,  (heretofore  described)  as 
far  as  Goodale’s  Crossing ; then  it  is  a good  hard 
road  to  Bridger’s  Bass,  from  which  point  it  is  the  same 
road  as  described  in  Salt  Lake  Route  No.  1.  The 
whole  of  this  road  was  nassed  over  by  the  Sixth  In- 
fantry, in  1858. 

Indians, — The  country  up  Lodge  Pole  Creek  is  the 
great  wintering  ground  for  the  Platte,  Cheyennes, 
and  roaming  bands  of  Sioux. 
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TABLE  of  Distances  from  Leavenworth  city^  and  Fort  Leavenworth, 
by  Fort  Kearny,  Platte  River,  Lodge  Pole  Creek,  Bridger's  Pass, 
Fort  Bridger,  to  Great  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah  Territory . 
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Salt  Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass 

3 

3 

Fork  of  Kearny  and  Kiley  Road,  represented  on  the 

^4 

7’ 

Spring  Branch — Wood,  water  and  grass 

2 

9 

Pleasent  Grove — Store,  hotel,  and  blacksnjith  shop... 

6 

15 

Chain  Pump — Wood,  water  and  grass  in  abundance... 

8 

23 

First  Grasshopper — Wood,  water  and  grass  in  abund- 

13 

86 

ance. 

Second  Branch — Wood;  water  and  grass 

5 

41 

Kinney  Kirk — U.  S.  Mail  Station  No.  3 — Hotel,  store 

44J 

and  blacksmith  shop. 

Big  Grasshopper — Wood,  water  and  grass  in  abund- 

li 

46 

ance. 

Walnut  Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass 

8 

54 

Muddy  Creek,  Lockmah’s  place,  U.  S.  Mail  Station 

12 

66 

No.  4^ — Wood,  water  aad  grass,  blacksmith  shop 
and  entertainment. 

Seneca  on  Nemaha,  U.  S.  Mail  Station,  No.  6 — Wood 

20 

86 

water  and  grass  in  abundance,  entertainment  and 
blacksmith  shop. 

1 

Hickory  Point — W ood,  water  and  grass,  and  enter- 

13 

I 99 

tainment. 

I 

Vermilion  Creek,  U.  S.  Mail  Station,  No,  6 — Wood,* 

11 

110 

water  and  grass  and  entertainment. 

Elm  Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass 

7 

117 

Big  Blue,  U.  S.  Mail  Station  No.  7 — Wood,  \vater  and 

14 

131 

grass,  store  and  blacksmith  shop. 

Cotton  Wood  Creek,  U.  S.  Mail  Station  No.  8— Wood 

12 

143 

water  and  grass. 

Seventeen  Mile  Point — Wood,  water  and  grass 

5 

148 

Turkey  ©r  Rock  Creek,  U.  S.  Mail  Station  No.  9 — 

15 

163 

Wood,  water,  grass  and  store. 

Spring  Branch  or  Whiskey  Run — Wood,  water  and 

9 

172 

grass. 

Little  Sandy — Wood,  water  and  grass 

6 

178 

Big  Sandy,  U.  S.  Mail  Station  No.  10 — Wood, ’water 

181J 

and  grass,  Patterson’s  ranche  on  the  west  side  of 
the  creek. 

Little  Blue  River — Wood,  water  and  grass  all  along 

18 

199J 

the  river. 

Oak  Grove,  Major’s  and  Russell’s  store  in  the  grove,  I 

20  . 

219^ 

51 


Route. 

Miles. 

Total. 

U.  S.  Mail  Station  No.  11,  west  of  the  grove,  south 
side  of  the  road. 

Juncticiis  of  Fort  Riley,  Republican  and  Fort  Rear- 

19 

2SSi 

ny  Roads,  represented  on  the  map,«  U.  S.  Mail 
Station  No.  12,  one  and  a half  mile  east  of  this 
place. 

Clear  Creek — Wood,  water,  grass  and  trading  post.... 

240i 

Road  leaves  Little  Blue  River  near  the  head  of  Clear 

10 

•250J 

Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass. 

Four  Mile  Creek — Water  in  holes  in  the  bed  of  the 

4 

264i 

* creek,  grass  limited. 

Thirty-two  Mile  Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass, 

4 

258J 

U.  S.  Mail  Station,  No.  13. 

Water  Holes — Grass  middling,  buffalo  chips  for 

16 

274i 

fuel. 

Platte  River  and  Junction  of  Nebraska  City  Road, 

4 

278i 

' which  is  represented  on  the  map — Water  and  grass 
in  abundance,  buffalo  chips  for  fuel. 

U.  S.  Mail  Station  No.  14 — Water  and  grass  in  abund. 

5 

283 

ance,  and  wood  on  Grand  Island. 

Fort  Kearny  and  Junction  of  Omaha  City  Road,  re- 

8 

291 

presented  on  the  map,  sutler’s  store,  blacksmith 
shop  and  post  office. 

tJ.  S.  Mail  Station  No.  15 

3 

294 

Seventeen  Mile  Point — Wood,  water  and  grass. 

14 

308 

Plumb  Creek,  U.  S.  Mail  Station  No.  16 — Wood, 

17 

325 

water  and  gr^ss  in  abundance. 

Willow  Bend — ^VVood,  water  and  grass 

12 

337 

U.  S.  Mail  Station  No.  17 — Wood,  water  and  grass... 

14 

361 

Heavy  Body  of  Timber  in  the  Bend  of  the  Platte — 

13 

364 

W ood,  water  and  grass  in  abundance,  deer  and  buf- 
falo on  the  island  in  the  river. 

Dry  Branch,  with  timber 

372f 

Cotton  Wood  Spring,  U.  S.  Mail  Station  No.  18 — 

374J 

Wood,  water  and  grass,  and  store  at  this  place. 

Dry  Creek,  with  timber 

3 

377 

Opposite  Fremont’s  Slough,  represented  on  the  map. 

5 

382 

this  slough  Continues  up  between  the  road  and  river 
to  Fremont’s  Spring — Good  camping  places  all 
along  the  slough,  buffalo  chips  for  fuel . 

Fremont’s  Spring — Water  and  grass  in  abundance. 

22J 

404f 

between  the  spring  and  the  river,  buffalo  chips  for 
fuel. 

O’Fallon’s  Bluffs 

407J 

U.  S.  Mail  Station,  No.  19,  west  side  of  the  bluffs, 

412J 

wood,  water  and  grass  in  abundance. 

62 


Route. 


Laramie  Crossings — Good  grass  east  and  west  of  the 
crossing,  buffalo  chips  for  fuel,  U.  S.  Mail  Statiop, 
No.  20,  at  this  point. 

Good  ale’s  Crossing  and  Forks  of  Denver  City  and 
Lodge  Pol©  Creek  Roads — .Here  you  cross  the  river, 
to  the  north  bank ; the  river  at  this  point  is  760 
yards  broad,  from  6 inches  to  2 feet  deep,  with  a 
quick-sand  bottom  like  all  other  fords;  grass  in 
abundance,  buffalo  chips  for  fuel,  roads  leave  the 
river  at  this  point. 

Lodge  Pole  Creek,  First  Crossing — The  C^*eek  here  is 
a swift  flowing  stream,  between  high  banks  with  a 
width  of  6vor  8 feet,  10  inches  deep,  good  grass 
quarter  of  a mile  down  the  creek,  butfalo  chips  for 
tuel. 

Larned’s  Spring — Good  grass  ; buffalo  chips  for  fuel, 
the  road  from  this  point  continues  along  the  creek 
to  the  crossing  of  Laramie  road,  numerous  dry  san- 
dy and  gravelly  water  courses  and  ravines  in  next 
distance. 

Second  Crossing  of  Lodge  Pole  Creek — ^Grass  in 
abundance,  buffalo  chips  for  fuel,  high  rocky  bluffs 
on  south  side  of  cr.eek  at  this  point. 

First  Pine  Bluffs — Wood,  water  and  grass  in  abund- 
ance, the  creek  rises  and  sinks  at  several  points  be- 
tween this  point  and  the  Shyenne  Pass.  * 

Stream  rises  in  the  channel  of  Lodge  Pole  Creek — 
Good  gtass  from  this  point  until  you  reach  the 
next  pine  bluffs,  buffalo  chips  for  fuel. 

Third  Crossing  of  Lodge  Pole  Creek, — No  water 

Stream  sinks  in  channel  of  Lodge  Pole  Creek — Water 
and  grass  in  abundance . 

Dry  Branch 

Fourth  Crossing  of  Lodge  Pole  Creek — Several  small 
dry  beds  in  next  distance. 

Fifth  Crossing  of  Lodge  Pole  Creek 
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Eleventh  “ 

n 

“ — Several  small 

dry  branches  in  the  next  distance. 

Twelvth  Crossing  at  Pine  Bluffs — abundance  of  fuel 
wn<l  meadows  of  grass,  there  is  a fine  cool  spring  at 
this  point,  the  creek  ainka  10  miles  m»st  and  zises 
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at  this  point;  from  the  top  of  Pine  Bluffs  you  have 
a distant  view  of  Pike’s  and  Long’s  Peak  of  the 
Rocky  Mountains,  antelope  in  abundance. 

Lone  Tree  on  Lodge  Pole  Creek 

Thirteenth  Crossing  of  Lodge  Pole  Creek 

Fourteenth  “ “ ‘‘stream  sinks. 

Fifteenth  “ “ “ ‘ 

Sixteenth  “ “ “ 

Seventeenth.  “ “ “ and  Lara- 

mie rpad — Grass  and  water  in  abundance,  road  runs 
on  the  ridge  south  of  the  creek  from  this  point, 
buffalo  chips  for  fuel. 

Road  touches  Lodge  Pole  Creek — Springy  bottom  at 
this  point  on  the  north  side  of  the  creek — grass  in 
abundance,  buffalo  chips  for  fuel,  the  creek  is  dry 
the  next  distance . 

The  road  touches  Lodge  Pole  Creek — Grass  in  abund- 
ance, buffalo  chips  scarce,  water  good. 

Road  touches  Lodge  Pole  Creek— Pine  spring  at  this 
point,  buffalo  chips  for  fuel,  road  leaves  the  creek, 
and  follows  the  ridge  next  distance. 

Forks  of  Pole  Creek  and  Junction  of  Laramie  Road, 
in  the  Sheyenne  Pass,  represented  on  the  map — 
Water  and  grass  in  abundance,  drift  wood  may  be 
found  half-a-mile  up  the  north  fork,  the  road  from 
this  point  contiuues  up  on  the  north  side  of  the 
south  fork  of  Pole  Creek. 

Road  enters  Black  Hills  between  two  Rocky  Bluffs — 
W ood,  water  and  grass  in  abundance  ; in  the  next 
distance  the  road  ascends  a gentle  slope  two  miles 
to  the  head  of  the  south  fork  of  Pole  Creek. 

Head  of  the  South  Fork  of  Pole  Creek — Here  you 
have  a splendid  view  of  the  Black  Hills  and  Lodge 
Pole  Mountain,  coverered  with  a dense  growth  of 
slim  pines,  from  which  this  creek  derives  its  name; 
wood,  water  and  grass  in  abundance,  elk,  bear, 
sheep,  and  antelope  for  game. 

Summit  of  Black  Hills '. 

Road  enters  Laramie  Plains 

East  Fork,  of  Laramie  River,  river  80  yards  wide,  2 J 
feet  deep,  hard  gravelly  bottom,  meadows  of  grass, 
no  wood. 

West  Fork  of  Laramie  River,  and  Junction  of  Repub- 
lican and  Cashe  La  Ponder  Road,  represented  on 
the  map — Timber  in  sight,  3 miles  up  the  creek, 
meadows  of  grass  at  this  point;  from  this  point  you 
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Miles.  Total. 


have  a splendid  view  of  the  Medicine  Bow  Moun- 
tains which  continues  along  south  of  the  road  to 
the  Medicine  Bow  Butte. 

Lake  Branch — Wood,  water  and  grass  in  abundance, 
one  and  a half  mile  up  the  creek,  this  branch  em- 
ties  into  a large  lake  one  and  a half  mile  north 
east  of  the  road. 

Cooper’s  Creek  and  Branches — Wood,  water  and 
grass  in  abundance;  several  dry  branches  in  the 
next  distance. 

Frapp’ s Creek — There  are  largo  holders  in  the  bed 
of  this  creek,  which  makes  it  difficult  to  cross  in 
high  water,  abundance  of  timber  on  this  creek  and 
meadows  of  srass  half-a-mile  down  the  creek. 

Small  Stream 

Small  Stream — Wood,  water  and  grass  in  abundance. 

Small  Stream — Here  the  road  forks  north  and  south 
of  the  Medicine  Bow  Buttes  represented  on  the  map, 
take  the  north  road. 

Birch  Creek — This  creek  runs  between  two  rocky 
bluffs,  wood  and  watfer  in  abundance,  grass  limited 
for  large  parties,  the  gold  fields  of  Kansas  and  Ne- 
braska  extend  to  this  creek,  represented  cn  the 


map  ! 

Dry  Branch — With  Cotton  wood ; 

Big  Medicine  Bow — At  this  point  the  road  crosses  j 
three  channels  of  the  Medicine  bow,  the  first  and  j 
second  20  feet  wide,  15  inches  deep,  with  a rapid 
current,  there  is  a deuce  growth  of  cotton  wood  and  ' 
willow  along  the  valley  of  the  river ; here  you  have  , 
a splendid  view  of  the  Medicine  Bow  Butte  with  | 
its  snow  cap  peak. 

Branch  of  Elk  Creek — Grass  in  abundance,  box  elder 
for  fuel ; between  this  point  and  Elk  creek  there  | 
are  several  small  lakes  which  are  a great  resort  for  | 
wild  geese  and  ducks.  1 

Elk  Creek — Grass  in  abundance,  box  elder  and  quack-  i 
en  aspen  for  fuel,*  these  creeks  head  in  the  Medi-  | 
cine  Bow  Butte  ; large  quantities  of  elk  and  moun-  I 
tain  sheep  may  be  found  on  the  top  of  the  butte.  | 
Rattle  Snake  Creek—A  branch  of  Pass  creek,  wood,  I 

watei^and  grass.  : 

First  Crossing  of  Rattle  Snake  Creek j 

Second  Crossing j 

Third  Crossing | 

Pass  Creek— Meadows  of  grass,  wild  sage  for  fuel.... 
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Route. 


Road  nearly  joins  and  leaves  south  road — on  a hill: 

in  next  distance  the  road  descends  a gentle  slope. 
North  Fork  of  Platte  River — At  this  point  you  ford 
river  first  to  the  island  of  the  river  and  then  to 
the  west  bank  ; river  80  yards  wide,  feet  deep, 
wood,  water  and  grass  in  abundance. 

First  Crossing  of  Sage  Creek — Grass  scarce 

Second  Crossing  of  Sage  Creek — Grass  scarce 

Branch  of  Sage  Creek — Good  grass,  wild  sage  for  fuel. 

Second  Branch 

Third  Branch  of  Sage  Creek  and  Pine  Grove — Good 
camping  ground  at  this  point,  good  grass  may  be 
found  up  the  creek  on  south  side  of  the  pines. 

Fourth  Branch — Grass  up  the  creek 

Sage  Creek  Crossing 

Summit  of  Bridger’s  Pass — Good  grass  may  be  found 
along  the  water  courses  and  valleys  through  this 
section  of  the  country.  Bridger’s  Pass  is  a deep 
cut  in  the  mountains,  about  one  mile  wide,  and  18 
long,  terminating  in  a narrow  gorge  or  kanyon 
(along  Muddy  Creek,)  which  extends  some  12  or  13 
miles.  This  pass  is  always  practicable,  even  in  the 
winter  when  other  passesrare  entirely  closed. 

Spring  half  mile  north  side  of  roadi 

Spring  on  the  road y 

Muddy  Creek — This  stream  furnishes  abundance  of 
speckeled  trout ; cherries  and  currants  abundant 
in  the  fruit  season ; from  this  point  the  road  con- 
tinues down  the  valley  of  Muddy  Creek  and  cros- 
ses the  creek  six  times  to  avoid  rocky  points  at 
short  distances  along  the  creek. 

To  where  Road  Leaves  Muddy — In  the  next  distance 
the  road  assends  a gentle  slope  for  four  miles.  | 
Bridger’s  Fork  and  Spring — There  is  a spring  400 
yards  north  of  Bridger’s  spring,  running  out  of  the 
bank  and  emptying  into  Bridger’s  Fork  which  is 
good  water,  the  water  in  Bridger’s  fork  and  spring 
is  hardly  drinkable  for  man  or  beast ; sage  brush 
for  fuel,  good  bunch  grass  half  mile  west  of  Brid- 
ger’s fork. 

Hay  Stacks  Spring — Sage  brush  for  fuel,  bunch  grass 
in  abundance,  the  hay  stack,  a beacon  120  feet  high 
of  clay,  is  one  mile  south  west  of  the  spring  and 
near  a large  pine  bluff. 

Bitter  Creek  and  Spring — Sage  brush  for  fuel,  good 
bunch  grass  on  the  bluffs. 
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South  Fork  of  Bitter  Creek  and  Crossing — Meadows 
of  grass,  wild  sago  for  fuel. 

To  a Point  where  the  Road  cuts  off  a bend  of  Bitter 
creek — Large  sage  for  fuel,  bunch  grass  abundant 
a quarter  of  a mile  south  west  of  the  creek . 

Bitter  Creek — Wild  sage  for  fuel,  grass  in  abundance. 

Sulphur  Spring  Branch  and  S'l^phur  Spring — Repre- 
sented on  the  map,  grass  good  in  the  vicinty  of  the 
spring. 

Bitter  Creek  Crossing — Good  bunch  grass  south  of 
the  creek  on  the  bluffs,  the  water  in  the  creek  from 
this  point  to  Green  river  is  brackish  and  not  fit  for 
use. 

North  Branch  of  Bitter  Creek  and  Sulphur  Spring — 
Wild  sage  for  fuel,  bunch  grass  on  the  bluffs,  the 
road  crosses  the  north  branch  half  a mile  above 
this  point. 

Spring  Branch — This  branch  is  generally  dry  where 
the  road  crosses,  the  spring  is  at  the  head  of  the 
branch  at  the  foot  of  the  bluffs,  wild  sage  brush 
for  fuel,  good  bunch  grass  may  be  found  all  along 
at  the  foot  of  the  bluffs  in  the  vicinity  of  the  spring. 

Green  River — Wood,  water  and  grass  in  abundance, 
here  you  ferry  the  river  if  it  is  too  high  to  ford : the 

^ river  100  yards  broad  and  2}  feet  deep  in  an  ordi- 
nary stage  of  water. 

- Black  Fork,  40  yards  broad  and  2 feet  deep  with  a 
gentle  current — Wood,  and  grass  in  abundance, 
here  the  road  cuts  off  a bend  of  Black  Fork. 

Second  Crossing  o*f  Black  Fork — Grass  in  abundance 
willow  and  sage  brush  for  fuel . • 

Junction  of  South  Pass  Road,  represented  on  map.  ... 

Ham’s  Fork — There  is  a government  bridge  on  this 
fork  at  this  point,  good  grass  above  and  below  the 
bridge. 

Third  Crossing  of  Black  Fork  and  Fork  of  Road  by 
Muddy,  represented  on  the  map — Willow  and  cot- 
ton wood  for  fuel ; good  bunch  grass  may  be  found 

'5  mile  south  of  the  creek  in  case  it  is  eaten  off  about 
the  crossing:  jackass  rabbits  and  sage  hen  for  game, 
here  the  road  cuts  off  a bend  of  Black  Fork  in  next 
distance. 

Fourth  Crossing  of  Black  Fork— Wood  and  grass  in 
abundance. 

Fifth  Crossing — Wood  and  grass 

SmiUi’s  Fork — Wood  and  grass 
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Fort  Bridger  on  Black’s  Fork — This  stream  furnishes 
an  abundance  of  mountain  trout,  this  fort  is  occu- 
pied by  a detachment  of  the  U.  S.  Army,  sutler’s 
store  and  blacksmith  shop  at  this  place,  wood, 
water  and  grass  in  abundance,  in  next  distance  the 
road  cro.sses  a high  divide  between  Black’s  Fork 
and  Muddy. 

12 

97U 

Branch  of  Muddy  Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass; 
if  the  grass  is  eaten  off  at  this  point,  good  grass  may 
be  found  down  the  creek  one  mile. 

10 

mi 

Muddy  Creek  and  Crossing— Willow  for  fuel,  if  the 
grass  is  eaten  off  at  this  point,  good  grass  may  be 
found  north  and  south  of  the  road,  half-a  mile  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  creek. 

8 

9S4i 

Soda  Spring — Poor  chance  to  camp,  in  the  next  dis- 
tance you  cross  the  devide  of  the  waters  of  the 

3. 

987]- 

Great  Basin  and  Green  River. 

Quaken  Aspen  Spring — Water  limited,  bunch  grass 
an^d  wood  in  abundance . 

9 

996J 

Tar  Spring  Branch  and  Crossing — Wood,  water  and 
gi’ass . 

5 

1001} 

Bear  River  and  Crossing — River  400  feet  wide,  depth 
variable,  current  swift  with  a large  pebbly  bottom, 
this  river  empties  into  the  Great  Salt  Lake,  and 
furnishes  abundance  of  trout,  wood  and  grass  in  a- 
abundance  in  the  next  distance  the  road  crosses  a 
high  ridge,  theascent  and  descent,  gentle  and  easy. 

3 

1004} 

Yellow  Creek  and  Crossing — Stream  3 feet  wide  with 
sharp  banks,  willow  for  fuel,  grass  in  abun- 
dance. 

9 

1013} 

Head  of  Echo  Creek  and  Canyon — Meadows  of  grass, 
cedars  on  the  bluff,  this  creek  is  walled  in  by  high 
rocky  bluffs,  the  road  continues  down  the  valley  of 
the  creek  crossing  at  short  intervals,  good  camping 
grounds  may  be  found  from  two  to  three  miles 
along  the  creek,  wood  in  abundance  from  this  point 
to  the  mouth  of  Emigration  Canyon. 

5 

1018 

Weber  River  at  the  mouth  of  Echo  Creek  and  Can- 
yon— Grass  in  abundance. 

20 

1038} 

Weber  River  Crossing — Current  swift  with  a large 
pebbly  bottom  which  makes  it  difl&cult  to  cross  in 
high  water,  grass  in  abundance. 

6 

1044} 

Branch  of  Weber  River — Grass  in  abundance 

3 

1047} 

Head  of  branch  of  Weber  River — grass  in  abundance 

3 

1050} 

Buchman’s  Creek — 8 feet  wide,  clear  water  fuel  and 
grass  plenty ; road  crosses  the  creek  in  the  next 

3 

1053| 

58 


Route.* 


distance  at  short  intervals ; abundance  of  trout  in 
all  the  streams  between  this  and  Salt  Lake  City. 

L.'.it  Crossing  of  Buchman’s  Creek- — the  road  leaves 
the  creek  at  this  point  and  descends  the  Big  moun- 
tain.' 

Summit  of  Big  Mountain — Steepe  to  descend,  which 
requires  great  care  with  vehicles. 

Valley  of  Big  Canyon  Creek—Between  Big  arid  Little 
mountain,  wood,  water,  and  grass  in  abundance. 

Summit  of  Little  Mountain — The  ascent  from  Big 
Canyon  creek  to  this-point  is  very  steep  ; the  de- 
scent from  this  point  is  also  very  stee^. 

Emigration  Creek  and  Canyon — from  this  point  you 
follow  down  down  the  creek  in  the  Canyon,  cross- 
ing the  creek  at  short  intervals.  , 

Mouth  of  Emigration  Canyon — from  this  point  you 
have  a splendid  view  of  the  Great  Salt  Lake  and  city. 

Great  Salt  Lake  City — in  the  valley  of  the  Great  Salt, 
Lake,  four  miles  square,  extending  east  from  the 
banks  of  Jordan  river  ten  miles  above  its  mouth 
along  the  base  of  a spur,  from  the  Wahsatch  mouli^ 
tains,  laid  out  in  squares  with  the  temple  block  in  the 
centre,  streets feet  wide  ; lots  132  by  264  feet; 
Capitol  of  Utah  Territory  and  contains  8 or  9000 
inhabitants,  a council-house,  titheing  store  hoqse, 
and  bowery,  a place  of  worship  founded  in  1846.  by 
the  Presidency  of  the  Latter  Day  Saints. 


Miles. 

Total. 

9 
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1066| 
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1074} 
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5 
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4 

1084} 

SALT  LAKE  ROUTE  No.  3, 

From  Atchison  City  over  Hockada  ^ Co's.  o\)er-land 
Mail  Route  via.  Palmetto  city^  Fort  Kearny^ 
Platte  river^  Fort  Laramie^  South  Pass,  and  Fort 
Bridger,  to  Salt  Lake  City. 

This  is  the  old  road  to  Salt  Lake,  by  the  South 
Pass,  and  is  the  mail  route  of  Hockada  & Co.  to  Salt 
Lake.  From  Atchison  city  to  Laramie  crossing,  the 
road  is  the  same  as  that  heretofore  described  as 
Route  No.  5 to  Denver  city.  This  route  is  so  well 


59 


known,  that  no  further  description  is  necessary  than 
will  be  found  in  the  following  table. 

Indians — This  road  passes  through  the  country  in- 
habited by  the  Sioux,  Crows  and  Snakes.  The  Sioux 
inhabit  the  country  from  the  Laramie  crossings  to 
Deer  Creek,  about  lOO  miles  from  Fort  Laramie  ; 
they  are  peaceably  disposed.  The  Crows  roam 
through  the  country  from  Deer  Creek  to  the  South 
Pass,  and  the  Snakes  from  the  South  Pass  to  Salt 
Lake  ; they  are  a quiet  and  peaceable  tribe.  The 
Crows  are  warlike,  and  are  the  bravest  of  all  the 
mountain  tribes.  They  are  not  disposed  to  steal,  but 
in  broad  day  light,  boldly  approach  a train  of  emi- 
grants and  take  whatever  they  please,  'sometimes 
leaving  a broken  down  horse  in  exchange  for  a good 
one.  Another  of  their  peculiarities  is,  that  shoukL 
they  chance  to  meet  upon  the  road  some  solitary, 
way-worn,  horseless  and  half-starved  white  emigrant, 
they  will  place  him  upon  one  of  their  own  horses, 
and  give  him  food  enough  to  last  him  to  the  next  sta- 
tion. 


TABLE  of  Distances  from  Atchison  city  on  TIackada  ^ Co's  St. 
Joseph  and  Great  Salt  Lake  City  Overland  Mail  Route  hy  Pal- 
metto cily^  Fort  Kearny.,  Platte  Rivers^  Fort  Laramie^  South  Pass 
and  Fort  Bridger  to  Great  Salt  Lake  City. 


Route. 


Mormon  Grove,  U.  S.  M.  Station  No.  2 — Wood,  -vva 
ter  and  grass. 

Junction  of  Leavenworth  Road 

Chain  Pump — Wood,  water  and  grass  in  abundance. 

First  Grasshopper — Wood,  water  and  grass  in  abun- 
dance. 

Second  Branch — Wood,  water  and  grass  in  abun- 
dance. 

Kinney  Kirk,  U.  S.  M.  Station  No.  3 — Hotel,  store, 
and  blacksmith  shop . 

Big  Grasshopper — Wood,  water  and  grass  in  abun- 
dance. 


Miles. 

Total. 

3 

3 
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13 

23 
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28 
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33 
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Miles. 

Total. 

Walnut  Creek — Woo(^  water  and  grass 

8 

41 

Muddy  Creek — Lockman's  place,  U.  S.  M.  Station 
No.  4,  wood,  water  and  grass,  blacksmith  shop  and 
entertainment. 

12 

53 

Seneca  on  Nemaha,  U.  S.  M.  Station  No.  5--Wood, 
water  and  grass  in  abundance,  entertaijament  and 
blacksmith  shop. 

20 

73 

Hickory  Point — Wood,  water  and  grass,  and  enter- 
tainment. 

13 

86 

Vermilion  Creek,  U.  S.M  Station  No.  6 — Wood,  water 
and  grass  and  entertainment. 

11 

97 

Elm  Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass *. 

7 

101 

Big  Blue,  U.  S.  M.  Station  No.  7- — Wood,  water  and 

14 

118 

grass,  store  and  blacksmith  shop . 

. 

Cotton  Wood  Creek,  U.  S.  M.  Station  No.  8 — Wood, 
water  and  grass. 

12 

130 

Seventeen  Mile  Point — Wood,  water  and  grass. 

6 

135 

Turkey  or  Rock  Creek,  U.  S.  M*  Station  No.  9 — Wood 
water  and  grass  and  store. 

15 

150 

Spring  Branch  or  Whiskey  Run— Wood,  water  and 
grass. 

9 

159 

Little  Sandy — Wood,  water  and  grass.- 

6 

165 

Big  Sandy,  U.  S.  M.  Station  No.  10 — Wood,  water 
and  grass,  Patterson’s  Ranch  on  the  south  side  of 
the  creek. 

H 

1681 

Little  Blue  River — Wood,  water  and  grass  all  al6ng 

18 

186J 

the  river. 

Oak  Grove — Major’s  and  Russels  store  in  the  grove, 
U.  S.  M.  Station  No.  11,  west  of  the  grove,  south 
side  of  the  road. 

20 

206J 

Junction  of  Fort  Riley,  Republican  and  Fort  Kearny 
road — Represented  on  the  map,  U.  S.  M.  Station 
No.  12,  one  mile  and  a half  east  of  this  place. 

19 

225J 

Clear  Creek — wood,  water  and  grass,  and  trading  post. 

n 

227i 

Road  leaves  the  Little  Blue  River  near  the  head'  of 
Clear  Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass. 

410 

237i 

Pour  Mile  Creek — Water  in  holes  in  the  bed  of  the 

4 

241J 

creek,  grass  limited,  wood  limited. 

Thirty-two  Mile  Creek — Wood,  water  a^nd  grass,  U. 
S.  Mail  Station  No.  13. 

A 

245 

Water  Hole — Grass  midling,  buffalo  chips  for  fuel. 

16 

261 

Platte  River  and  Junction  of  Nebraska  City  Road — 
Which  is  represented  on  the  map,  water  and  grass 
in  abundance,  buffalo  chips  for  fuel. 

4 

265 

TJ.  S.  Mail  Station  No.  14— Water  and  grass  in  abun- 
dance and  wood  on  Grand  Island . 

5 

270 

61 


Houtt*. 


Fort  Kearny  and  Junction  of  Omaha  City  Road — 
Represented  on  the  map,  suttler’s  store,  black- 
smith shop  and  post  office. 

U.  S.  Mail  Station  No.  15 

Seventeen  Mile  Point-^Wood,  water  and  grass. 

Plumb  Creek,  U.  S.  M.  Station  No.  16,  Wood,  water 
and  grass  in  abundance. 

Willow  Bend — Wpod,  water  and  grass. 

U.  S.  M.  Station  No.  17 — Wood,  water  and  grass. 

Heavy  Body  of  Timber  in  the  bend  of  the  Platte — 
W ood,  water  and  grass  in  abundance,  deer  and  buf- 
falo on  the  islands  of  the  river. 

Dry  Branch — With  timber.... 

Cotton  Wood  Spring,  U.S.  M.  Station  No.  18 — Wood, 
water  and  grass,  store  at  this  place. 

Dry  Creek — With  timber 

Opposite  FremonPs  Slough — Represented  on  the  map, 
this  slough  continues  up  between  the  road  and  river 
to  Fremont’s  spring,  good  camping  places  all  along 
the  blough,  buffalo  chips  for  fuel. 

Fremonf's  Spring — Water  and  grass  in  abundance  be- 
tween the  spring  and  riVer,  buffalo  chips  for  fuel. 

O’Fallon’s  Bluffs 

U.  S Mail  Station  No.  19  West  side  of  the  bluffs — 
Wood,  water  and  grass  in  abundance. 

Laramie  Crossing  and  Forks  of  Roads — U.  S.  M. 
Station  No.  20 ; here  you  ford  the  river  to  the  north 
bank ; river  700  yards  wide,  depth  from  6 to  30 
inches,  with  a quick-sand  bottom,  which  makes  it 
difficult  to  ford  ; in  next  distance  the  road  ascends 
a gentle  slope  two  miles  to  the  high  level  prairie, 
continue  on  this  to  within  2 miles  of  Ash  Hollow 
Spring,  and  then  descend  a steep  hill  into  Ash 
Hollow. 

Ash  Hollow  Spring — Wood  and  water  at  this  point, 
good  grass  may  be  found  in  the  ravines,  on  the  west 
side  of  the  road . 

North  Fork  of  Platte  River — At  the  mouth  of  Ash 
Hollow,  U.  S.  M.  Station  No  21,  old  Fort  Grattan 
on  the  b«ink  of  the  river,  north-east  side  of  the  road, 
grass  limited,  cedars  on  the  bluffs,  there  is  no 
wood  on  the  road  between  this  point  and  Scott's 
Bluff,  20  miles  of  the  road  in  next  distance  is  heavy 
and  sandy  good  camping  places,  grass  may  be  found 
from  one  to  four  miles  on  the  river. 

Smith’s  Fork — A dry  sandy  bed. 
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Rush  Creek — U.  S.  M.  Station  No.  22 — Grass  in 
abundance,  buffalo  chips  for  fuel,  good  hard  road 
from  this  point  to  Scott’s  Bluffs. 

Boron’s  Fork — Grass  in  abundance,  buffalo  chips  for 
fuel,  from  this  point  you  have  splendid  view  of  the 
Court  House  Rock — which- is  south-west  of  this 
point  eight  miles,  good  camping  places  may  be 
found  from  this  point  to  within  ten  miles  of  Scott’s 
Bluff,  by  turning  off  to  the  river. 

Chimney  Rock — This  rock  is  a shaft  of  sand  rock,  75 
feet  high,  and  resembles  a smoke  stack,  and  stands 
three  miles  south  of  the  road  near  a point  of  bluffs, 
abundance  of  grass  along  the  river  at  this  point,  no 
wood.  ' 

To  where  road  leaves  river — Grass  in  abundance, 
one  mile  above  this  point  on  the  river,  buffalo  chips 
for  fuel,  at  this  point  the  road  leaves  the  ryver  a 
distance  of  eleven  miles,  one  mile  and  a half  west 
of  this  point  the  roads  fork— take  the  north  road. 

Scott’s  Bluff’s — At  this  point  the  road  runs  between 
two  bluffs,  and  then  descends  a gentle  slope  to  the 
Platte,  take  wood  at  this  poitjit  to  last  next  two 
camps,  no  water  at  this  point. 

Platte  River — U S.  M.  Station  No.  23  at  this  point, 
grass  in  abundance. 

Horse  Creek — Good  grass,  no  wood,  in  the  nesft  dis- 
tance the  road  crosses  a high  sandy  ridge  5 mile^ 
broad,  on  the  west  side  of  this  ridge  there  is  plenty 
of  wood  along  the  river. 

U.  S.  M.  Station  No.  24.  and  Boviar  trading  post — 
Wood,  water  and  grass. 

Fort  Laramie — This  fort  is  situated  on  the  Laramie 
river  one  mile  above  its  mouth,  if  too  high  to  ford 
cross  on  the  bridge  one  mile  east  of  the  fort;  sut- 
ler’s store,  blacksmith  shop  and  post  office,  at  the 
fort ; there  are  two  roads  at  this  point,  one  known  as 
the  Black  Hill  road  and  the  other  as  the  river  road,/ 
represented  on  the  map,  take  the  river  road. 

North  Fork  of  Platte — Wood,  water  and  grass  in  abun- 
dance; 

Warm  Spring  Branch — A dry  sandy  bed,  wood,  wa- 
ter and  grass  in  abundance  on  the  river  a qu  arter 
of  a mile  north  of  the  road,  road  leaves  the  river 
at  this  point  a distance  of  thirty-four  miles. 

Lime  Kiln  Springs — Good  bunch  grass,  cotton  wood 
and  cedar  for  fuel. 
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Bitter  Cotton  Wood  Creek — This  creek  heads  in  Lar- 
nmie’s  peak  on  the  south  side  there;  is  a good  spring 
ot  cool  water  from  this  point  half  a mile  down  the 
creek  ; if  the  grass  is  eat  off  at  this  point,  good  grass 
may  be  found  in  the  vicinity  of  the  spring  down  the 
creek,  wood  in  abundance  from  this  point  to  the 
Red  Buttes. 

Heavy  timbered  Dry  Branch — Grass  good,  in  next  dis- 
tance the  road  crosses  a sharp  spur  vf  the  Black 
mus. 

Horse  Shoe  Creek,  U.  S.  M.  Station  No.  25 — Wood, 
water  and  grass  in  abundance  at  this  pcint. 

Grove  of  Cotton  Wood  Timber  on  the  Platte — Wood, 
water  and  grass. 

Road  touches  and  leaves  the  Platte — There  is  a road 
crossing  the  river  at  this  point  which  runs  up  the 
valley  of  the  Platte,  and  recrossing  it  and  intersec- 
ting the  road  by  La  Bonte  between  Deer  creek  and 
Box  Eider,  which  is  represented  on  the  map,  which 
is  only  practicable  in  low  water ; in  next  distance 
road  winds  up  a gentle  slope  of  the  ridge  and  then 
descends  a steep  hill  into'  the'  bed  of  a dry  sandy 
hollow. 

La  Bonte’s  Creek,  U.  S.  Mail  Station  No.  26 — Wood, 
water  and  grass  in  abundance. 

Wagon  Hound  Creek— Wood  in  abundance,  good 
grass  down  the  creek. 

La  Prale  Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass  in  abundance. 

Box  Elder  Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass  in  abund- 
ance, U.  S.  Mail  Station  No.  27,  at  this  point. 

DeerCi^eek — Trading  post  at  this  point,  if  the  grass 
is  eaten  off  at  this  point,  good  grass  may  be  found 
one  mile  up  the  creek. 

Muddy  Creek — Wood,  water  and  grass  on  the  west 
side  pf  the  creek  near  the  mouth. 

Platte  Bridge — Trading  post  and  blacksmith  shop  at 
this  point ; if  the  river  is  fordable  keep  upon  the 
south  side  of  the  river  to  avoid  sand  banks  on  the 
north  side. 

.Upper  Crossing — Here  you  cross  the  river  to  the 
north  bank,  breadth  of  river,  100  yards,  depth  from 
12  to  80  inches,  wood,  water  and  grass  in  abund- 
ance, in  next  distance  the  road  forks  one  and  a 
half  mile  west  of  this  point,  represented  on  map, 
take  the  south  road  to  avoid  the  poison  springs  and 
poison  grass. 
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Red  Buttes,  U.  S.  Mail  Station  No.  28 — The  road 
leaves  the  river  at  this  point,  if  the  grass  is  eaten 
off  at  this  point,  good  grass  may  be  found  on  the 
south  side  of  the  river,  wood  in  abundance,  in  next 
distance  the  road  crosses  numerous-^  alkali  branch- 
es, which  are  poisonous  to  stock. 

10 

753 

W illow  Spring  and  Branch — This,  spring  is  the  at 
head  of  the  branch  in  a hollow,  if  the  grass  is 
eaten  off  about  the  spring,  good  grass  may  be 
found  one  mile  north  west  of  the  bluffs,  wild  sage 
for  fuel,  in  next  distance  the  road  ascends  a steep 
slope. 

15 

768 

Branch  of  Grease  Wood  Creek — Water  and  grass 
good,  wild  sage  for'fuel. 

3 

771 

Grease  Wood  Creek  and  Crossing — Grass  limited,  good 
water,  sage  brush  for  fuel ; in  next  distance,  there 
are  several  alkali  lakes  along  the  road,  which  are 
poisonous  to  cattle. 

8 

779 

Independence  Rock  on  Sweet  Water — A granite  rock 
oval  or  egg  shape,  river  crooked,  150  feet  wide,  2 
feet  deep,  grass  plentiful,  fuel  scarce. 

11 

790 

Devil’s  Gate — A?<;anyon  of  steep  rocks,  400  feet  high, 
the  river  runs  through  the  chasm,  U.  S.  Mail  Sta- 
tion No.  29,  one  mile  west  of  the  Devil’s  Gate,  grass 
good,  sage  brush  for  fuel,  cedars  on  the  bluff  y the 
road  from  this  point  continues  up  the  valley  of  the 

6 

796 

Sweet  Water. 

Muddy  Creek — Good  grass  all  along  the  river,  wild 
sage  for  fuel. 

8 

804 

Cut  Rock,  U.  S.  M.  Station  No.  30 — Grass  in  abund- 
ance, sage  brush  and  willow  for  fuel. 

8 

812 

Three  Crossings  of  Sweet  Water— Good  grass  may  be 
found  east  and  west  of  the  crossings,  at  this  point 
you  cross  the  river  three  times  in  the  distance  of  a 
. mile  and  one  half. 

12 

824 

Fifth  Crossing  of  Sweet  Water — Good  grass  and  wild 
sage  for  fuel,  in  next  distance  the  road  leaves  the 
river  for  16  miles. 

8 

832 

Ice  Spring — Good  grass,  water  scarce,  wild  sage  for 
fuel,  ice  found  by  digging  in  the  ground. 

Warm  Springs — Here  the  roads  fork  and  join  near  the 
last  crossing  of  Sweet  Water ; take  the  north  read. 

4 

836 

\ 

6 

842 

grass  and  water  scarce  at  these  springs,  sage  brush 
for  fuel. 

4 

Sixth  Crossing  of  Sweet  Water — Grass  in  abundance 
up  and  down  the  creek,  sage  brush  and  willow  s for 

6 

848 

05 
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fuel  ; in  next  distance  the  road  crosses  a high 
ridge. 

Road  touches  River — Grass  in  abundance,  sage  brush 

4 

852 

for  fuel ; in  next  distance  the  road  runs  along  the 
valley  of  the  river,  and  good  camping  places  all 
along  the  road  ; large  willows  f*nd  sage  brush  for 
fuel . 

Foot  of  Rocky  Ridge  or  Rocky  Mountains — Woo-r 

8 

860 

water  and  grass,  in  next  distance,  the  road  ascends 
a steep  slope  of  Rocky  Ride  on  to  the  high  table 
land  of  the  mountains. 

Strawberry  Creek — This  creek  is  a tributary  of  Sweet 

10 

870 

Water,  good  grass  may  be  found  up  and  down  the 
creek,  quaken  aspen  timber  on  the  slope  of  a 
ridge  on  the  north  side  of  the  creek. 

Rock  Creek: — A branch  of  Sweet  Water  with  steep 

8 

873 

rocky  banks  and  swift  current,  if  the  grass  is  eaten 
off  at  this  point,  good  grass  may  be  found  up  and 
down  the  creek. 

Willow  Branch — Good  grass  up  and  down  the  creek. 

2 

875 

willows  for  fuel. 

Last  Crossing  of  Sweet  Water  at  Gilbert’s  Station  and 

6 

881 

Forks  of  Lander,  Pacific  Wagon  Road,  U.  S.  Mail 
Station  No.  81,  in  next  distance  6 miles^from  this 
crossing,  there  is  a good  caiiip  ground  on  Sweet 
Water,  one  mile  north  of  the  road. 

Summit  of  South  Pass,  represented  on  the  map 

.9 

890 

Pacific  Springfi^Grass  limited,  wild  sage  for  fuel,  this 

3 

893 

is  the  fiirst  water  of  the  Pacific  going  west. 

Pacific  Creek  ^Crossing — Mirey 

li 

894J 

Dry  Sandy — Spring  east  of  the  crossing  in  the  bed  of 

10 

904| 

the  creek,  the  water  is  brackish  and  poisonous  to 
stock,  fuel  scarce,  and  little  or  no  grass. 

Forks  of  Salt  Lake  and  Sublet  Cut.  Off  Roads,  take  the 

6 

910J 

south  road. 

Little  Sandy,  20  feet  wide — W^ater  good;  and  fuel 

8 

918J 

plenty,  grass  limited,  road  good  from  this  point  to 
Bridger. 

Big  Sandy — Barren  sandy  land,  road  good,  stream  110 

8 

926J 

feet  wide,  by  18  inches  deep,  grass  scarce,  willows 
and  sage  brush  for  fuel,  in  next  distance  the  road 
cuts  off  a bend  of  Big  Sandy,  and  water  with  a lim- 
ited supply  of  grass  may  be  found  by  turning  off 
the  road  one  mile  on  to  Sandy. 

Big  Sandy  and  Forks  of  Cut  Off  Road  to  Battease’s — 

'17 

948| 

Trading  post  on  Green  River,  take  the  road  down  1 
5 

UPB 
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Sandy  on  the  north  side,  grass  limited,  willows  for 
fuel. 

Green  River  and  Ford  at  the  Mouth  of  Big  Sandy,  U. 
S.  Mail  Station  IJo.  32 — River  120  yards  broad,  2 J 
feet  deep  in  low  water,  wood,  water  and  grass  in 
abundance. 

Battease’s  Trading  Post,  on  west  side  of  Green  River, 
Wood  in  abundance,  grass  scarce,  good  grass  may 
be  found  one  and  a half  miles  down  the  river. 

Black’s  Fork  and  .Junction  of  Bridger’s  Pass  road — 
Wool,  water  and  grass  on  Black’s  Fork,  half-a*mile 
south  of  the  road. 

Ham’s  Fork,  U.  S.  ^lail  Station  No.  38 — There  is  a 
government  bridge  on  this  fork,  at  this  point  good 
grass  above  and  below  the  bridge. 

1st.  Crossing  of  Blacks  Fork,  and  fork  of  Road  l y 
Muddy  creek — represented  on  the  map  ; willows 
aud  cotton  wood  for  fuel ; good  bunch  grass  mtiy  be 
found  one  mile  south  of  the  creek  in  case  it  is  eaten 
off  about  the  crossing  ; jackass  rabbits  and  sage  hen 
for  game ; here  the  road  cuts  off  a bend  of  Black 
Fork  in  the  next  distance. 

2ud.  Crossing  of  Black’s  Fork — Wood,  and  grass  in 
abundance. 

3rd.  Crossing — Wood,  and  grass 

Fort  Bridger  on  Black’s  Fork — this  stream  furnishes 
an  abundance  of  Mountain  trout ; the  fort  is  occu- 
pied by  a detachment  of  the  U.  S.  Army  ; sutler’s 
store,  and  blacksmith  shop  at  this  point ; wood,  wa- 
ter and  grass  in  abundance ; in  next  distance  the 
road  crosses  a high  divide  between  Black’s  Fork 
and  Muddy. 

Branch  of  Muddy  Creek — W ood,  water  and  grass  ; 
if  the  grass  is  eaten  off  at  this  point,  good  grass  may 
be  found  down  the  creek  one  mile. 

Muddy  Creek  and  Crossing — Willow  for  fuel,  U.  S. 
M.  Station  No.  34.  if  the  grass  is  eaten  off  at  this 
point,  good  grass  may  be  found  north  and  south  of 
the  road,  half  mile  in  the  vicinity  of  the  creek. 

Soda  Spring — poor  chance  to  camp ; in  the  next  dis- 
tance you  cross  the  divide  of  the  waters  of  the  Great 
Basin  and  Green  river. 

Quaken  Aspen  Spring — Water  limited ; bunch  grass 
and  wood  in  abundance 

Tar  Spring  Branch  and  Crossing — Wood,  water  and 
gras.s . 
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Bear  River  and  Crossing — river  400  feet  wide,  depth 
variable,  current  swift  with  a large  pebly  bottom, 
this  river  empties  into  the  Great  Salt  Lake,  and 
furnishes  an  abundance  of  trout ; in  the  next  dis. 
tance  the  road  crosses  a high  ridge,  the  ascent 
and  descent  gentle  and  easy. 

3 

1042 

Yellow  Creek  and  Crossing — stream  3 feet  wide,  with 
sharp  banks  ; willow  for  fuel,  grass  in  abundance. 

9 

1051 

Head  of  Echo  Creek  and  Canyon — meadows  of  grass 
and  cedar  on  the  blufi's ; this  creek  is  walled  in  by 
high  rocky  bluffs  : the  road  continues  down  the  val- 
ley of  the  creek  crossing  it  short  intervals — good 
camping  grounds  may  be  found  from  two  to  three 
miles  along  the  creek ; wood  in  abundance  from 
this  point  to  the  mouth  of  emigration  Ca.iyon. 

5 

1056 

Weber  River — U.  S.  M.  Station  No.  So.  at  the  mouth 
of  Echo  Creek  and  Canyon ; grass  in  adundance. 

‘20 

1076 

Weber  River  Crossing-current  swift,  with  a large  peb- 
ly bottom  which  makes  it  difficult  to  cross  in  high 
water,  grass  in  abundance. 

Branch  of  Weber  River — grass  in  abundance 

6 

1082 

3 

1085 

Head  of  Weber  River — grass  in  abundance 

3 

1088 

Bauchmin’s  Creek — eight  feet  wide,  clear  ^water,  fuel 
and  grass  plenty ; road  crosses  the  creek  in  next 
distance  at  short  intervals  abundance  of  trout  in  all 
of  the  streams  between  this  and  Salt  Lake  City. 

3 

1091 

Last  Crossing  of  Bauchmin’s  Creek — the  road  leaves 
, the  creek  at  this  point,  and  ascends  the  Big  moun- 
tain. 

9 

1100 

Summit  of  Big  Mountain — mountain  steep,  to  desend 
which,  requires  great  care  with  vehicles. 

H 

1103f 

\ alley  of  Big  Canyon  Creek — between  Big  and  Little, 
raouatain;  wood,  water  and  grass  in  abundance. 

6 

1109J 

Summit  of  Little  IMountain — The  ascent  from  Big  Can- 
yon creek  to  this  point  is  very  steep  ; the  descent 
from  this  point  is  very  steep . 

3 

1112| 

Emigration  Creek  abd  Canyon — from  this  point  you 
follow  down  the  creek  in  the  Canyon,  crossing  the 
creek  at  short  intervals. 

1 

1113 

Mouth  of  Emigration  Canyon — from  this  point  you 
have  a splendid  view  of  tne  Great  Salt  Lake  and  city 

5 

1118i 

Great  Salt  Lake  City — In  the  valley  of  the  Great  Salt 
Lake,  four  miles  square,  extending  east  from  the 
banks  of  Jordan  river  ten  miles  above  its  mouth, 
along  the  base  of  a spur,  from  the  Wahsatch  Moun- 
tains, laid  out  in  squares  wth  the  temple  block  in 

4 

1 

! 

1 

1122f 

i 

1 

1 ofal. 


G8 


Route. 


M 


the  centre,  streets  feet  'wide,  lots  Vn’ 
feet,  Capitol  of  Htali  Territory,  niid  contains  or 
9000  inhabitants,  a council  house,  titheing  store 
house,  and  bowery,  a place  of  worship,  founded  in 
1840,  i>y  the  presidency  of  tlie  Latter  Day  faints. 


